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Monterey United Church of Christ  

Constitution & Bylaws 

 

Article I.  Name 

The name of this Church is Monterey United Church of Christ.  It continues without break in history or 
tradition the Church gathered by Covenant on September 25, 1750 in Township #1 as “a Church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” and known successively as the First Congregational Church of Tyringham until 
1847, then as the First Congregation Church of Monterey.  It was incorporated March 18, 1910. 

Article II. Purpose 

It is the purpose of this Church to be a fellowship of those who love and serve the Lord: 
congregational in its organization; covenantal in structure; ecumenical in spirit; ministering, teaching 
and serving in activity; and cordially inviting and welcoming all who share our purpose, need our 
ministry, or wish to seek with us the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

Article III. Government 

The government of this Church is vested in its members.  Although controlling its own affairs, this 
Church shall participate in fellowship with other churches, and co-operate in the larger work of the 
United Church of Christ. 

This Church holds its standing as a Local Church of the United Church of Christ by its membership 
in the Berkshire Association of the Massachusetts Conference of the General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ. 

Article IV. Faith and Covenant 

Section 1: Faith.  This Church acknowledges the responsibility of each Christian to develop his or 
her own faith on the basis of a personal relationship with God, and supports the freedom of 
conscience expressed in word and deed.  Therefore, this Church accepts the Statement of Faith of 
the United Church of Christ not as a test of faith or a creed requiring uniform belief but as a 
summary of what is commonly believed among us.  This covenant is the bond which binds us in 
fellowship and service. 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father, and to 
his deeds we testify:  

He calls the worlds into being, creates man in his own image and sets before him the ways of 
life and death.  

He seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.  
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He judges men and nations by his righteous will declared through prophets and apostles.  

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, he has come to us and 
shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to himself.  

He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, 
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.  

He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be his servants in the 
service of men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to 
share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.  

He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the 
struggle for justice and peace, his presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in his 
kingdom which has no end.  

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him.  

Amen.  

Section 2: Covenant.  We are bound together as a church by our covenant with each other and with 
God to seek to know the will of God as taught in the Holy Scriptures, and to strive to walk in the 
ways of the Lord made known, or to be made known to us; to study and to teach the faith of the 
church; to take part in the worship and business of the church; to support the work of the church 
here and throughout the world with our labor and our gifts according to our means. 

We recognize this church as one congregation of the whole Christian Church, and acknowledge that 
the covenant which binds us together as a local church also unites us in worship and work with all 
Christians everywhere. 

Article V.  Officers 

Section 1: Officers. 

The Parish Council shall be the administrative body of the Church and shall consist of the following 
officers: 

• Elected by the Church 
o Pastor 
o Board of Deacons 
o Board of Trustees 

• Appointed by the Council 
o Moderator 
o Clerk: ex officio (without a vote) 
o Treasurer: ex officio (without a vote) 
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Section 2: Pastor. 

The pastor shall be called by at least a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at a 
meeting of the Church specifically called for that purpose.  The Pastor shall be the spiritual leader of 
the Church, conducting worship and administering the sacraments with the assistance of the Board 
of Deacons, and offering pastoral care where it is needed.  The Pastor shall work closely with the 
Parish Council to administer activities of the Church and shall serve ex officio as an advisory member 
of all boards and committees. 

Unless the Pastor is called for a stated term, the Pastor of the Church may dissolve the pastoral 
relationship by giving sixty days notice.  The decision by the Church to dismiss the Pastor must be 
made by at least a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at a meeting called for that 
purpose.  However, in the case of loss of ministerial standing on the part of the Pastor, the pastoral 
relationship shall terminate at once.    

Section 3: Board of Deacons. 

There shall be six deacons, two elected at each annual meeting for a term of three years.  After 
serving two consecutive full terms, a deacon shall not be eligible for re-election until one year has 
elapsed.  Vacancies resulting from an incomplete term shall be referred to the nominating committee 
and filled by election at a duly called meeting of the Church.  A deacon who has served many years 
may be elected a Deacon Emeritus, and upon such election shall be entitled for life to all the 
privileges of an active member of the Board of Deacons. 

It shall be the duty of the Deacons to co-operate with the Pastor in ministering to the spiritual 
interests of the Church and the community.  They shall assist in the preparation and administration 
of the sacraments, in caring for the poor, the sick, the sorrowing, and the needy, and in welcoming 
newcomers and visitors. 

Deacons shall have the responsibility of examining all applicants for membership on profession of 
faith, and shall make an annual survey of the Church roll, submitting recommendations for revisions 
at the Annual Meeting of the Church. 

In the absence of the Pastor they shall provide for the supply of the pulpit. 

Section 4:  Board of Trustees. 

There shall be three trustees, one elected at each annual meeting for a term of three years.  After 
serving two consecutive full terms, a trustee shall not be eligible for re-election until one year has 
elapsed.  Vacancies resulting from incomplete terms shall be referred to the nominating committee 
and filled by election at a duly called meeting of the Church. 

Under the direction of the Church and with the advice and consent of the Parish Council, the Board 
of Trustees shall have the care and custody of the property of the Church.  They shall have no 
power to buy, sell, mortgage, lease, or transfer property without specific authority by vote of the 
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Church at a duly called meeting.  They shall receive from the Clerk and keep on file originals or 
copies of all leases, rental agreements, insurance policies, contracts, and other documents bearing 
directly on their task of managing and maintaining the property of the Church, and shall make all 
claims for damage or loss covered by insurance.   

Responsibility for management and use of invested funds, both restricted and unrestricted, shall be 
delegated by the Parish Council to the Board of Trustees, who shall seek the counsel of the 
Treasurer and the consent of the Parish Council on all actions except minor details of maintaining 
these funds. 

The Trustees shall keep account of all transactions involving invested funds, have the care of all 
investment documents pertaining to these funds, and make report to the Parish Council as requested 
and summary report to the Annual Meeting of the Church. 

Section 5: Moderator. 

The Moderator shall be appointed annually by the Parish Council from among its own membership, 
and shall, along with the Pastor and Clerk, act as a Church official in matters requiring 
congregational representation. 

The Moderator may, with Parish Council approval, act as convener for its meetings and moderate 
meetings of the Church. 

Section 6: Clerk. 

The Clerk shall be appointed annually by the Parish Council and shall keep for the Council faithful 
record of the proceedings and serve ex officio as its secretary. 

The Clerk shall maintain an up-to-date register of all church members and their addresses, with dates 
and modes of their reception and removal, as well as a record of all baptisms and marriages. 

The Clerk shall issue letters of transfer voted by the Board of Deacons, notifying the churches to 
which they are addressed; preserve on file all communications and written official reports; notify all 
persons elected or appointed to offices and committees; give legal notice of all meetings when such 
notice is required; conduct all correspondence not otherwise provided for, and perform such other 
duties as are prescribed by law or as usually pertain to the office of a clerk or secretary of a church 
corporation.  

The Clerk shall report annually to the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ on 
forms provided by that body, and to the Annual Meeting of the Church, and report to the Parish 
Council as it shall direct. 

The Clerk shall maintain, as the permanent record of the Church, a book including, but not limited 
to, originals or copies of all notices of Church Meetings, minutes of Church Meetings, documents of 
historical importance, and corporate legal and business documents, and shall transmit to the 
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Trustees originals or copies of documents pertaining to the Trustees’ responsibilities, and to the 
Treasurer originals or copies of documents pertaining to the Treasurer’s responsibilities, as maybe 
requested. 

Section 7: Treasurer. 

The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Parish Council and be an ex officio member of the Council.   

The Treasurer shall receive the funds of the Church, and shall disburse all authorized budget 
expenses for benevolence, program, administration, and maintenance.   

The Treasurer shall keep detailed accounts of the source and amounts of all funds received, and the 
purpose, amount, and recipient of each expenditure, and make written report monthly to the Parish 
Council and summary report to the Annual Meeting of the Church.  A journal and ledger to which 
the record of accounts is transferred as final entry from original postings, shall be maintained and 
preserved as permanent records, but documents and accounts pertaining to invested funds shall be 
in the care of the Board of Trustees. 

Section 8: Parish Council. 

The Parish Council shall be the administrative body of the Church, and shall consist of the Pastor, 
the Board of Deacons, and the Board of Trustees elected by the Church, and the Moderator, the 
Clerk, and the Treasurer appointed by the Council. 

The Parish Council shall divide itself into committees, as directed by the By-laws, to ensure the 
effective administration of all aspects of the Church’s ministry.   

It shall be the function of the Parish Council to visualize the entire ministry of the Church, to advise 
the Pastor of the general direction of the Church’s mission, and to work together in the formulation 
of a well-rounded program.   

The Council shall meet regularly to hear reports from boards, committee, organizations, and 
individuals as it deems necessary.  It shall be responsible for the organization of the Church’s 
program, providing mutual counseling and encouragement in its execution, and shall refer to 
appropriate committees for further study or for action programs in the areas for which they were 
appointed. 

The Parish Council shall act for the Church in ordinary matters, always assuming that unless such 
action is taken in practical unanimity, it must have the confirmation of the Church. 

Section 8: Powers. 

In corporate legal and business matters where the action of a Board of Directors is called for, the 
Parish Council shall act as Board of Directors of the Corporation, and where the signature of a 
President is called for, the Moderator shall sign as President, or in the Moderator’s absence or 
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inability to act, the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees may sign as Vice-President of the 
Corporation. 

Article VI: Committee Structure. 

This structure forms the basis for the on-going planning, co-ordination and implementation of the 
ministry and mission of the Church.  Each committee shall have a specific area of responsibility and 
be accountable to the Parish Council.  Each committee shall be chaired by a Deacon except the 
Property Committee, which shall be chaired by a designated Trustee.  It shall be the responsibility of 
each Deacon/Chairperson to enlist the appropriate number of committee members to accomplish 
the work of that committee.  Committee members shall serve for successive one-year terms with the 
approval of the Parish Council.  The Committees shall be as follows: 

• Property shall provide for the care and maintenance of all church properties. 
• Worship shall be responsible with the pastor for the on-going worship program of the 

church, including the preparation of the sacraments, co-ordination of flowers, overseeing the 
music program and arranging for pulpit supply as needed. 

• Education shall interpret the United Church of Christ global mission program to the 
congregation and determine the church’s focus for local mission support and program 
initiation.   

• Stewardship shall be responsible for the continuing stewardship emphasis of the church, 
including the planning and implementation of the annual financial compaign. 

• Nurture shall co-ordinate outreach efforts to church and community members having 
special needs. 

• Administration shall consist of one Deacon acting as church administrator to provide 
assistance to the Clerk and Moderator as needed; assume the responsibility of Moderator or 
Clerk in their absence; chair the nominating committee and report its findings at the annual 
meeting. 

Amendments 

The Constitution of the Church may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote at any annual or 
special meeting of the Church. 

The By-Laws may be altered or amended by a majority vote at any annual or special meeting of the 
Church. 

Neither the Constitution nor the By-Laws may be altered or amended unless a statement of the 
proposed change is included in the notice of the meeting at which the action is brought to a vote. 

 

This version is the result of a process of compilation completed on June 27, 2011, and is submitted to the membership 
of the church by its current pastor, Rev. Elizabeth Goodman, in service of Christ’s gospel and to the glory of God. 


