
                                                    
 
 

2nd Sunday of Lent  
February 28, 2021 

11:00 AM 

 

Opening Hymn  In The Cross of Christ I Glory  

 
Call to Worship      Psalm 121 Adapted 

One: I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where will my help come?  

All: My help comes from God, who made heaven and earth.  

One: God will not let our footing be moved;  

All: God who keeps us will not slumber.  

One: God who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  

All: God is our keeper;  

One: God is our shade at our side.  

All: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  

One: God will keep us from all evil;  

All: God will keep our lives, will grant us true life.  

One: God will keep our going out and our coming in. 

All: It shall be so from this time on and forevermore. 

One: so that the peace of God may be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 
Prayer of Confession (in unison) 

Gracious God, we hear your call to the cross, to a willingness to suffer for the sake of your truth, 

and we confess our faltering. We confess we prefer to be safe than to be saved, to be respected 

than to be vulnerable. We’d prefer to secure our own power than to follow in your way of love 

and self-giving. We’d prefer to keep our heads down and hold our tongues than to stand in your 

truth and speak forth your grace. 

 

Forgive us all this. Forgive us our desire not to participate in our own atonement, but to have 

you do it for us—to suffer the cross. Or maybe even not that? Maybe you could join us on a path 

of least resistance? 

 

No: strengthen us instead to live our salvation now, though this would have us lose our lives so 



we can find them. Strengthen us to live amidst your realm starting now, though this puts us at 

odds with so much of the world.  

 

Little matter: true life and your love appeal more than anything of the world could do. Thank you 

for these things, which challenge and save.  

 

In Christ, our crucified Lord, we humbly and gratefully pray.  Amen. 

 

Sung Response       19th c. Shaker text & tune adapted.  

Flow, repentance. Flow; roll on. Roll on, thou blessed power. 

I want to see by Godly wisdom, to follow in the way of love.  

Flow, repentance. Flow; roll on. Roll on, thou blessed power. 

 

Reading  Romans 4:13-28; Mark 8:31-38   

 

Anthem   Zion & Babylon    Josh Garrells 

Oh, great mammon of form and function; Careless consumerist consumption 

Dangerous dysfunction disguised as expensive taste 

I’m a people disgraced by what I claim I need and what I want to waste 

 I take no account for nothing If it’s not mine 

It’s a misappropriation of fund. Protect my ninety percent with my guns 

Whose side am I on? Well, who’s winning? 

My kingdom’s built with the blood of slaves, orphans, widows, and homeless graves 

I sold their souls just to build my private mansion 

Some people say that my time is coming.  

Kingdom come is the justice running down, down, down on me 

 

I’m a poor child, I’m a lost son, I refuse to give my love to anyone, fight for the truth 

Or help the weaker ones because I love my Babylon. 

I am a slave. I was never free. I betrayed you for blood money. 

Oh I bought the world, all is vanity. Oh my Lord I’m your enemy. 

 

Come to me, and find your life. Children sing, Zion’s in sight 

I said don’t trade your name for a serial number!  

Priceless lives were born from under graves where I found you. 

Say, my name ain’t yours and yours is not mine. Mine is the Lord, and yours is my child. 

That’s how it’s always been 

Time to make a change. Leave your home, give to the poor all that you own. 

Lose your life, so that you could find it. 

First will be last when the true world comes, Livin’ like a humble fool to overcome 

The upside-down wisdom of a dying world 

Zion’s not built with hands and in this place God will dwell with man 

Sick be healed and cripples stand. Sing Allelu! 

My kingdom’s built with the blood of my son, selfless sacrifice for everyone. 

Faith, hope, love, and harmony 

I said let this world know me by your love. By your love! 



 

Oh my child, daughters and sons, I made you in love to overcome 

Free as a bird, my flowers in the sun on your way to Mount Zion. 

All you slaves, be set free. Come on out child and come on home to me 

We will dance, we will rejoice. If you can hear me then follow my voice. 

 

Prayer for Illumination     Psalm 19:14 

One: May the words of my mouth  

All: and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our strength 

and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn  “Take Up Your Cross,” the Savior Said 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Joys and Concerns 

 One: God be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 One:  Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them to God. 

 One:  Let us pray. 

Spoken Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Offering  Please don’t forget to make your offering!  (Church on the Hill: 55 Main Street, 

Lenox, 01240; Monterey Church PO Box 182, Monterey 01240 or online) 

 

Announcements 

 

Closing Song  Amazing Grace 

 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see. 

 

Benediction 

****************** 

 

About the Monterey United Church of Christ 

First gathered in 1750, the Monterey United Church of Christ, Congregational, in the name of its 

host, Jesus Christ, welcomes all who seek to know God and invites everyone to join in our 



common life and mission through participation in this congregation.  As Jesus Christ did before 

us, we affirm that each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like 

one reconciled body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, 

class, age, gender identity and gender expression, sexual identity, and physical or mental ability, 

to journey together toward the promised realm of God.  On the threshold of Christ's open door, 

we rely upon the healing, unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide 

as we all move forward with the work of this church in the world. 

 

                                   

 
It’s Not What You Think 

 

Contact Information: 413-329-3026, liz@goodman.md      Web Address: Montereychurch.org           

Podcast address: Rev. Liz Goodman, Lenox & Monterey       Pastor: Rev. Liz Goodman             

 

****************** 

 

About the Church on the Hill, Lenox 

First gathered in 1769, the Church on the Hill, UCC, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, 

welcomes all who seek to know God and invites everyone to join in our common life and 

mission through participation in this congregation. As Jesus Christ did before us, we affirm that 

each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one reconciled body 

with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender 

identity and gender expression, sexual identity, and physical or mental ability, to journey 

together toward the promised realm of God. On the threshold of Christ's open door, the Holy 

Spirit leads us into a beloved world where we seek to serve as Christ’s disciples for the sake of 

God’s good news which is for all. 

 

                           
 

Come as you Are. Receive As you need. Serve as you can. 

 
Office Information: 55 Main Street; 637-1001; Monday-Thursday, 9 AM-12 PM (call first!) 

Web Address: lenoxucc.org         Podcast address: Rev. Liz Goodman, Lenox & Monterey 

mailto:liz@goodman.md


Pastor: Rev. Liz Goodman (413-329-3026; liz@goodman.md)                                                           
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