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The Town

By David Irland

Notes on Select Board meetings from
August 25 through September 22

Town Hall

Kenneth Basler, Selectman, announced
that, subject to possible “minor revisions,”
the latest version of the Monterey town
employee manual is now available at the
Town Hall.

Peter Chait, who carves mainly as a
hobby, showed up at a morning meeting
and graciously donated a hand-carved
town seal to the Select Board, which
Wayne Burkhart, Select Board Chair,
called a “Monday morning treat!” It was
entered into the record as a “wonderful
gift, gratefully received.”

Melissa Noe’s job description, title,
and possible contract at Town Hall were
the subject of discussion continued from
earlier meetings. “Administrative Assis-
tant” was thought preferable to “Execu-
tive Secretary”, and a further refinement
of her job description was presented to
the board. The conversation veered into
Town Hall hours, which are thought to be
inconvenient to many summer residents
who are unable to do business on their
weekends because Town Hall is closed
Friday evenings and weekends. Kenneth
Basler repeated his sentiment that the
town website is not a particularly effec-
tive way to inform second home owners
of what’s going on in town, and though
no solid alternatives were settled upon,
in his opinion the town needed to find a
better way to communicate with residents.

Betty Pixley has resigned from the
Conservation Commission, effective
September 10.

Drawing by Bob Horvath

Transfer Station
The transfer station came up regularly
and the conditions there were discussed,
ultimately described by Scott Jenssen,
Selectman, as—in short—“abominable.”
The long list of shortcomings included
broken machinery in the highest traffic
months of summer, lack of coherent main-
tenance or repair contingency planning,
an atmosphere of disorder, as well as a
lack of rule-obeying, clear traffic pattern,
enforcement of stickers, or dump etiquette.
The inordinate amount of construc-
tion waste disposed of on the town’s
dime was mentioned—which brought up
the issue of commercial vs. private stick-
ers—along with the deplorable condition
of the swap shack, the absence of toxic
waste facilities, and several complaint
calls. Abominable or not, the consensus is
solidly in favor of revamping the operation,
either putting the current haulage contract
up forre-bid, to include an employee hired
by the outside contractor, or managing

the operation from Town Hall. A central
problem is determining the most politic
and effective way to assign and distribute
authority to run the station. Wayne Bur-
khart reminded the board, “Bifurcation
of authority is a toughie.” Scott Jenssen
suggested a “blue suit and a badge” for
the attendant, to general agreement. No of-
ficial decisions were made. A new transfer
station proposal has been designed, and
copies distributed.

Highway

Two attendees brought up what they see
as, in Wayne Burkhart’s re-phrasing,
“incommensurable compensation” for
flagger details as compared to library staff
wages, for example. According to Roger
Tryon, former tree warden, not only is
the rate of pay questionable, but also ex-
cessive detail pay is taken from the tree
warden’s budget. Chief Backhaus cited
the need for certified flaggers, mention-
ing safety concerns, the need for police
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The Monterey General Store reopened two years ago. Congratulations to Scott Cole!



details to stay on site and not be called
away except for life and death calls, the
prevailing wage set by the state, and the
expectations of outside police personnel
called in on details. Though nothing was
concluded, the board acknowledged Mr.
Tryon’s disgruntlement at the pay scale
of detail police officers, and with saving
money in mind, Kenn Basler requested
a police detail breakdown from Chief
Backhaus in the future.

Several dead trees were taken down
in September. A reminder of the possible
outcome of neglect in this area is an ex-
pensive lawsuit brought against the town
of Lenox to the tune of $800,000 in an
incident at Tanglewood involving a death.
The necessity and scope of police details
once again came into the discussion.

A bid opening of $58,621 for outfit-
ting a new Ford F550 for the town was
opened and Parker Brown, the sole bidder,
described some of the equipment and the
time frame for outfitting the already-pur-
chased chassis. Shawn Tryon, in answer
to why there was only one bid, said, “No
idea. H. P. Fairfield had all the stuff.” Mr.
Parker’s bid was approved.

Theissue of saltuse in the winter came
up as a possible problem for wells. Shawn
Tryon has been dispatched to a Pittsfield
town meeting to hear their views onits use.

Discussion ensued of how to inform
the public along Route 57 (Pixley Road)
that the “cold in place” first layer of the
two-mile repaving job has to sit for three
weeks, and it was agreed that people
needed to be kept in the loop to avoid
complaints.

Noise and Traffic

Joining the transfer station as a chronic
summer problem was the issue of noise.
Complaints have increased substantially,
and so again the idea of a noise ordinance
was floated. Multiple calls about Hume
Camp have been ongoing, and since the
noise complaints did not reach the camp
director in a timely manner when the
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camp was at its peak guest population,
the situation grew somewhat heated,
particularly among summer residents.
Anecdotal evidence suggested in hindsight
that the public address system at Hume was
installed incorrectly, and that corrective
action had eventually been taken.

Traffic noise in the same area was
again brought up, being compared by
people at the meeting to that of a housing
development. Given that the town citizens
are not the noisemakers, Chief Backhaus
is reluctant to create a by-law, instead
suggesting the town write the rules into
the permits for the camps.

Other complaints came in about the
discharge of fire arms, which were judged
to be part of the rural character of the town
and, as such, unenforceable. Notions of
when noise making be permitted to begin
and end, including gun discharge, seemed
tofallinline with Chief Backhaus’s general
rule of thumb, which is 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

In a related incident, a hunter in
Beartown State Forest, attempting to
comply with the loaded weapons laws,
discharged a black powder weapon into
a stump unknowingly close to a woman’s
house. Believing her dog was being hunted,
the homeowner called in a complaint, an
apology was offered, and the situation was
resolved without legal action.

Bodies of Water

A short discussion about the possibility
of a boat wash at Lake Garfield, deemed
to be an expensive proposition, concluded
when it turned out that Lake Garfield is
too alkaline to support zebra mussels, and
therefore no wash was needed.

There was discussion about repair-
ing the dam behind the library that was
damaged three years ago, and based on
the amount of time that had gone by with
nothing being done, the situation was
thought to be approaching the point of ur-
gency. Shawn Tryon reported that FEMA
looked at the damn some time ago, though
nothing was written up, and that money
was allocated in a hurricane grant, which
was then spent elsewhere. The estimate
for repair is in the range of $30,000 and
up. Wayne Burkhart suggested a need for
better grant oversight and communication
in general, while praising Mr. Tryon’s good
communication. A motion was quickly
passed to authorize Mr. Tryon to spend
up to $5,000 to estimate dam repair costs.

Fire Department

False alarms are becoming more of a
concern as time goes on, accounting for
approximately a third of the calls reported
on a Fire Department activity pie chart
presented to the Select Board by Chief
Shawn Tryon. Great Barrington reports a
similar problem. Being an expensive and
time-consuming operation to mobilize the
town’s volunteers, this has become anissue
that needs to be addressed. The problem
appears to be caused by the prevalence of
fire alarms in commercial kitchens, Camp
Hume and Swan Lodge both logging two
false alarms this past week when food
was burned. Complicating matters is the
liability issue, no one party along a chain
of responders being willing to risk the
responsibility of cancelling an incoming
fire call. According to Chief Tryon, the
preponderance of false alarms is wearing
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on morale, and the response among the
volunteer firemen is slowly diminishing.

Shawn Tryon was quickly voted in as
Fire Inspector, with Harry Jennings, Fire
Chief of Great Barrington, as assistant
Fire Inspector.

Power Lines and Landowners
Karen Allen made abundantly clear her
strong opposition to the possible cutting
of the tree canopy and installation of
telephone poles along Cronk Road, where
shelives. She questioned why Sandisfield
Road was not chosen, since it would be
more likely to see future development
than Cronk Road. Anthony Corsee, an
engineer there on behalf of National
Grid, addressed most of her questions
and countered her suggestions that the
lines be buried with a description of the
difficulty and expense of repairing buried
wires in this area, though the homeowner
requiring the installation of power lines is
paying to have single phase lines buried
on his own property.

The repeated question was why
should the landowners along Cronk Road
sacrifice their views and rural character
to help the builder of a new home save
money on the installation of electrical
service? Scott Jenssen and Stanley Ross
both came out in her defense, Mr. Jenssen
saying that it was the wrong road to use,
and wondering why the homeowner didn’t
think ahead a little on this issue. Wayne
Burkhart questioned why the board was
being asked to lay out National Grid’s
grid for them. Mr. Corsee assured Ms.
Allen that the homeowner was aware of
the controversy he was causing, but he
couldn’t in any way speak for him. The
board recommended that Ms. Allen contact
the homeowner and invite him to the next
meeting. Ms. Allen herself was in favor
of trying to talk to him one-on-one. The
board eventually did acknowledge that
they were, in fact, the final stop in the
permitting of telephone poles.

Payroll Service

Stanley Ross of the Finance Committee
came out emphatically in favor of hiring
a payroll service for the town, stressing
that the town “is a business.” The board
was inclined to agree, though the dis-
tinction was made between a commer-
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Julio Rodriguez, Pat Salomon, and Chief Shawn Tryon at the firehouse.

Salomon Family Matching Grant Opportunity

To Benefit Monterey Fire Company Building Renovations

The Salomon Family Foundation has granted $15,000 to the Monterey Fire Company
to support its efforts to refurbish and insulate the firehouse with new siding. One
request made in conjunction with this grant is that the communities that directly
benefit from the work of the fire department, Monterey and surrounding towns,
match this grant for upkeep of the firehouse. Some matching funds from friends and
neighbors were accrued through the annual Monterey Fire Company steak roast, but
more contributions are needed. “With the money we have received, we have already
developed renovation plans, and matching funds would allow us a sizeable start,”
said Shawn Tryon, Monterey Fire Chief.

We all benefitin myriad ways from the excellence and preparedness of our Monterey
Fire Company. Let’s keep them well housed. If you can, this is the time to send an additional
donation for their community service. Please send your contributions by December 31
to Monterey Fire Company, c/o Chief Shawn Tryon, PO Box 99, Monterey, MA 01245.
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cial and a municipal payroll company.
To that end, ADP payroll services had
already been vetoed with the sugges-
tion to “go local.” Kenneth Basler made
a motion to have Melissa Noe invite a
vendor to attend a Select Board meet-
ing, which passed.

Dog Park

A group headed by Pat Salomon would
still like to see a dog park in Monterey,
though it was mentioned that previ-

ous proposals had already faded into
oblivion due to various complications.
While willing to cooperate, the Select
Board suggested that the interested par-
ties get in front of the issue by talking to
abutters, and were generally in favor of
limiting their involvement at this time.

School Department
A reporter from the Berkshire Record
asked the board why none of them were
attending satellite towns’ discussions of
money-saving school closings. Wayne
Burkhart pointed out that these were,
“open finding meetings and that is was
not incumbent upon them to be there or a
slight if we aren’t there.” Kenneth Basler
summed it up, saying, “We’ve supported
community schools from the beginning.
We’re very clear about it. It’s been dealt
with multiple times over the last five
years.” Pointing out the long ride, he added,
“The bus to the big school is 49 minutes.
I’ve driven behind it.” When asked what
was next, Mr. Basler answered, “Nothing.
To support the system we have.”
—Dave Irland

Blackboard Connect

Reverse 911 Notification

The Town of Monterey is pleased to an-
nounce the launch of the Blackboard
Connect service, our new town-to-
resident notification system. With
this service, town leaders can send
personalized voice messages or text to
residents and businesses within minutes
with specific information about time-
sensitive or common-interest issues
such as emergencies and local com-
munity matters. The Connect service
will be used to supplement our current
communication plans and enhance
public safety/first responder services.
Examples include severe weather
warnings and updates, hazardous traf-
fic or road conditions inside the town
or affecting local routes, water service
interruptions, and any other situation
that could impact the safety, property,
or welfare of our citizens.

Please accept our invitation to partici-
pate in this great service. We know that
your personal information is important,
and rest assured that we will not share it
with anyone. If you have NOT already
received a test phone call from us, or you
would like to provide additional contact
information, go to the town website, mon-
tereyma.gov, and navigate to the “Reverse
911 Notification.”

A test of the Blackboard Connection
notification system will be conducted on
October 11.

— Monterey Police Department

For Information and Assistance:
413-528-5850
www.montereychurch.org

MONTEREY UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
in the Meeting House

Elizabeth Goodman, Pastor

Monterey Library News

October Programs

On Monday, October 6, at 7:00 p.m., the
library will host “Meditation for Healthy
Living” with Dr. Andrew Vidich. Dr.Vidich
is an author, educator, consultant, and
international speaker, who has been
practicing meditation for over 40 years.
Dr. Vidich will present research on how
meditation can improve our physical,
mental, and spiritual health. He will pres-
ent effective methods for creating a more
satisfying lifestyle including harmonious
relationships and a deep sense of peace. In
this presentation, you will learn effective
strategies and a simple but profound medi-
tation technique. The audience will have
achance to practice this simple technique
that canreduce stress, enhance relaxation,
and promote inner growth.

On Saturday, October 11, from 10:30
to 11 a.m., Barbara Wolf-Dorlester’s newly
certified Flint the Reading Dog will be
at the Monterey Library. Check out the
library website for links to see Moxie,
Barbara’s now-retired first reading dog.
Kids of all ages, especially beginning
readers, enjoy reading to these therapy
dogs. We’re lucky Barbara finds the time
to bring Flint up from the city, so please
come in and take advantage.

OnMonday, October27,at7:30 p.m.,
the Monterey book group will discuss
The Color of Water by James McBride.

Jean Germain

Before There Was Photoshop

Sept. 26 - Oct. 25
reception and talk: Sat., Sept. 27, 6-7:30pm

KNOX GALLERY

Monterey Library

Brece Honeycutt

underfoot

Oct. 31 - Nov. 29
reception and talk: Sat., Nov.1, 6-7:30pm

Supported by Friends of the Monterey Library
Artist talks sponsored by Monterey and

Massachusetts Cultural Councils




Newcomers are encouraged and welcome.
November’s book will be The Space Be-
tween Us by Thrity Umrigar.

On Friday, October 31, at 4:30 p.m.,
the library will host a Halloween program
to kick off trick-or-treating in the center
of town. The Park Commission has hired
Mary Jo Maichack, who helped out with
Monterey Fest this summer, to get every-
one in the mood for Halloween! She’ll
be singing and telling non-scary stories
perfect for all ages and especially appro-
priate for our young trick-or-treat crowd.
Come dressed up and ready to listen to
Mary Jo, grab a free bag and goodies at
the library, and trick-or-treat the village!

Nadia Makuc, ten years old, would
like to start a children’s book discussion
group. She would like anyone from eight
to twelve years old who is interested to
contact the library, 413-528-3795, or
email montereylibrary @ gmail.com. Sheis
hoping Saturday evenings at 7 p.m. works
for a day and time and would like to start
soon. If you or someone you know would
like to join her, please contact us. Nadia
has lots of ideas to make this a fun group.

Planning Our Future Library

Over the summer the Monterey Library
was awarded a Planning and Design grant
from the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners. As discussed before in
the Monterey News, the library will need
to follow certain preliminary steps before

hiring an architect to study the current
library and see if it can be updated to fill
the needs of the community. The first step
was to hire a library consultant. Karen
Klopfer was the bookmobile librarian and
worked for the Western Massachusetts
Regional Library System as a consultant
for many years. She previously helped out
the Monterey Library in the 1990s with
some planning. She was very happy to
be asked to come back to Monterey to
help out as our library consultant with
this grant.

On Friday, Oct. 10, at 7 p.m., we’ll
have our first Building Needs Committee
meeting. Karen will be helping us decide
on which methods we will use to come up
with the data needed to write a building
plan. We will definitely hold a forum in
early November to which the public will
be invited. Public participationis critical,
so we hope thatif you don’t feel you have
the time for committee work, you will join
us for our forum. We are looking for as
many residents as possible to help. If you
have never been in the library, we’d like
to know why. We’re eager to learn what
you already like about the library, and
what ideas you might have for changes
to the library. We plan on getting right
downto business, and with Karen’s expert
guidance, we will not waste a moment
of your time.

— Mark Makuc
Library Director

nancybenchmark@verizon.net
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Community Potluck Restart

The first Monterey Community Potluck
Supper of the fall season will be held on
Wednesday, October 15, at 6 p.m. We have
areturning speaker, Dr. Richard Edelstein,
who is a retired cardiologist and now a
full-time Montereyan. He spent fourteen
years as a volunteer at the American
Museum of Natural History teaching
visitors about cosmology (astronomy) and
paleontology (fossils). He has lectured to
us in the past about Einstein’s theory of
relativity. This time, he thought he would
talk somewhat randomly about some of
the interesting or peculiar things found
on Earth and in Space, and about fossils
(particularly dinosaurs). Forexample: do
live dinosaurs still exist today? Answer:
yes. Where are they found? Answer: come
to the potluck and find out!

So we hope you can join us for the
next Monterey Potluck Supper held in the
Fellowship Hall of the Monterey Meet-
inghouse on October 15. Please bring a
dish to share with a serving utensil and
a place setting for yourself. Everyone is
welcome.

—Kyle Pierce

Christopher J. Tryon
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P.O. Box 61
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Agricultural Commission

The reinvigorated Agricultural Com-
mission now has two meetings under its
belt, thanks to the initiative of Richard
Tryon. Our first official acts were to
unanimously elect Mr. Tryon Chairperson
of the Commission, and Bettina Schwartz
as Secretary. Mark Little is the third mem-
ber of the body. Both meetings were to
outline the purview of our commission,
to discuss areas of interest which we as a
commission would like to pursue, as well
as to discuss ways of opening up the com-
mission to the broader community. After
all, we serve you!

We see our role as one of facilitation
and education, supporting agriculture in our
community and promoting the many waysit
serves the civic good. We are positioned to
aid peoplein pursuing agricultural interests
as well as to educate people about the state
of agriculture in our town, our region, and
beyond. One possible pursuit along these
lines involves looking into ways of to con-
nect parties in search of cultivatable lands
with willing landowners. We also discussed
collaborating with the Monterey Cultural
Council for lectures and workshops.

As we are in the beginning stages,
we encourage all who share an interest
in agriculture in our town to contact us,
share your thoughts, questions, and vi-
sion, or better yet, attend our monthly
meetings! Meetings will be held at 10:30
a.m. on the first Friday of every month in
the Town Hall meeting room.

— Mark Little

Monterey Agricultural Commission
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Jean Germain: Photographs

Fall at the Knox Gallery

Jean Germain
Jean Germain: Before There was Photo-
shop opened at the Knox Gallery, Mon-
terey Library, on September 26 and will
be on view through October 25.
Germain articulates her view of the
world through 35 mm photography. New
York City museum exhibits with themes
of light, shadow, soft focus, and graini-
ness fascinated her, especially works by
the Impressionists and abstractionists.
By utilizing special filters, pushing film
tolerances, layering images, and adjusting
camera settings, she explores those same
elements and creates images that seem to
blur the line between reality and fantasy.
Today most of us look at photographs
that conjure images of fantasy and think,
“Oh, computer manipulation. Photoshop!”
But in this case, not so—Germain contin-
ues to explore these processes that date to
acentury before Photoshop was invented,
developing her own sophisticated visual
vocabulary.
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Although Germain photographs na-
ture, architecture, and people, of particular
note are the hundreds of photographs she
has made of Big Band musical legends
taken over many years at jazz festivals.
Jazz from Row Six, a coffee-table book
that features one hundred of her photo-
graphs, has been highly acclaimed and
won “best music book™ at the 2014 Paris
Book Festival.

Germain divides her time between
Monterey and Sarasota, Florida. Her work
has been exhibited widely and received
many awards. She has taught and lectured.
She will show examples and talk briefly
about her techniques at the opening on
September 27.

Brece Honeycutt

Brece Honeycutt: underfoot will open on
November 1 with an artist’s talk at 6 p.m.
that evening and a reception immediately
following. Honeycutt takes inspiration
from the everyday plants right outside her
door, as both motif and material, to make
images in her signature sculptural books,
prints, and installations. For more informa-
tion please keep an eye out for posters and
pick up the November Monterey News as
it hits the stands.

All exhibits can be viewed during
library hours; Knox Gallery, Monterey
Library, 452 Main Road, Monterey, MA,
413-528-3795. Facebook.com/Knox Gal-
lery. @Knox_Gallery on Twitter.

Artists’ talks are sponsored by the
Massachusetts and Monterey Cultural
Councils.

—MaryPaul Yates
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Are you a Monterey Maker
with a Studio/Farm/Place of Business?

Would you like to be on the 2014 Monterey Makers Studio Tour,
sponsored by the Monterey Cultural Council?

It’s happening on Saturday, December 6, 2014, 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

If you are interested in being part of this event,
please email Wendy Jensen at wendygj@gmail.com as soon as possible.
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Brece Honeycutt: underfoot

“Circle Round”
A Call for Artists and Makers

The Knox Gallery winter community
exhibit, Circle Round, will open on Friday
evening, December 5, to kick off Monterey
Makers Studio Tour weekend, organized
by the Monterey Cultural Council.

We hope that the theme circle round
can serve as an impetus for new work,
perhaps taken literally—for example as
an image of a traffic light, a pot thrown on
a wheel, or a geometrically-based paint-
ing of circles. Or, it can be taken more
broadly—perhaps the coming together of
a community, or of the year as it ends and
begins again. We look forward to seeing
what you discover.

We hope artists working in any me-
dium will develop new work or submit an
existing piece that focuses on the circle
theme. We ask all friends and artists who
would like to participate to submit an
“Intent to Enter” form by November 15.
The form will be available in the library
and on the town website by October 18.
All instructions will be on the forms. One
piece of two-or-three dimensional, ready-
to-display work per artist will need to be
delivered to the library on December 1.
The exhibit will run until January 31.

— MaryPaul Yates
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Monterey of the Heart

Dear Monterey Folks,

We are sitting here amid the clutter
of unpacking (still) in our Wilmington
condominium with our two cats wander-
ing around; they have already discovered
they can rule this place just as they did
River Road. I have been using my head
to explore the dimensions of our new
home and hope I have now bumped into
everything I need to.

Butabig part of us is still with all you
good people in Monterey. Monterey of the
heart. There is so much to be grateful for
about our time in Monterey, so many of
you to thank.

After we moved to River Road
twenty-five years ago we gradually began
to become embedded in the community.
I joined the Sunday softball games and
got to know the other players (though for
a while by first name only), and Glynis
found fellow gardeners and knitters. We
discovered the pleasures of the Monterey
Library, and I became a trustee. Then
we were hit by the 1995 Memorial Day
tornado—and it seemed that the whole
town was there for us; many new friends
came by to bring food, offer support, help
with the cleanup. Later, Glynis answered
a help-needed ad for milkers at Rawson
Brook Farm (where I would also work
for a while, cleaning barn once a week to
clear my sinuses), and we discovered the
community spirit, business acumen, all-

Provisions & Produce
prepared foocls
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528-5900

www.monterev-generaI-store.com

round wisdom, and sheer love of life of
Susan Sellew, who began to join us every
year for Christmas dinner (we’ll be setting
a place for you this year, Susan). In 1999
I was asked by the Board of Directors of
the Monterey News to be the editor, and
Glynis the assistant editor, and we met
more folks and became more entangled
in the community. We started volunteer-
ing at the library because being there was
such a pleasure, and eventually I joined
the staff (for me that was like being a kid
given a free pass to a candy store) and got
to know more of you. All of this is to say
that Glynis and I have journeyed a lot of
pleasurable miles in Monterey . . .

We thank the people of the community
for being what you are, for making Mon-
terey the special place on earth that it is.
We were touched by all of you who came to
our going-away party (and brought all that
good food!). Thanks to Liz Goodman (all-
purpose pastor) and the Monterey News
board members past and present (those
dedicated people who make sure that our
community paper keeps going); Mark
Makuc (library director extraordinaire)
and the Monterey Library trustees (more
dedicated folks) and the Library Friends
(join them, and don’t forget to help them
with the book sale!); and Susan Sellew
and the Rawson Brook Farm team. I also
especially thank Ann Higgins, Mari Enoch,
Bonner McAllester, Mary Kate Jordan,
George Emmons, Maggie Leonard, and
Alice O. Howell, who were always there

MONTEREY

\LGENERAL STORE

EST.

with good advice and cheerful support
when I needed it (often), and Stephen
Moore, who not only agreed to step in as
Monterey News editor, but showed from
the get-go that he would do a good job.
And finally, thanks to Kenn Basler, that
Monterey mainstay, who found the perfect
going-away gift—Tidal Creek Coop is
only about a mile down the road, Kenn.

There are two more stories to tell.
On our last evening in Monterey, as we
were getting together the final things in
our empty house (the mover had come
that morning), we heard a tapping on the
door. It was Peter Murkett, with a “flask”
of good Scotch whiskey; we stood around
(no chairs), talked, and sipped with plea-
sure. Thanks, Pete, for the perfect farewell
gesture; we trust there will be another
flask occasion.

The next morning, September 12, we
made our last trip up River Road, blowing
our horns as we passed the home of our
dear neighbor Leona Chamberlin. And
there by the bridge over the Konkapot
were Susan and the crew from Rawson
Brook, who had been waiting an hour to
cheer us on our way.

The heart has its language, and the
people of Monterey have their special
dialect of thatlanguage. We will not forget
it. How could we, for it lives in our hearts.

— Will and Glynis Marsh,
Wilmington, North Carolina

%

Thai Yoga
Bodywork

8%,

with
KIT PATTEN

Lotus Palm School Certified
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Monterey Cultural Council
Seeking Grant Applications

The Monterey Cultural Council is again
seeking proposals for community-oriented
arts, humanities, and science programs.
The Monterey Cultural Council encour-
ages applications that will provide a
variety of artistic projects and commu-
nity activities for Monterey, including
exhibits, festivals, field trips, workshops,
lectures, and short-term artist residencies
or performances in our schools. These
cultural activities warm us through the
winter, brighten our entire year, and give
our artists, musicians, etc. opportunities
to share their talents with us.

This fiscal year the council will dis-
tribute about $4,300 in grants. Previously
funded projects include nature walks, jazz
cafés, poetry, painting exhibits, and theater.

The application process is simple,
but there is a firm deadline. For specific
guidelines and complete information on
the application process and forms, visit
www.mass-culture.org/Monterey.

Application forms will also be
available at the Monterey Library, Town
Hall, Roadside Café, and the Monterey
General Store. All applications must be
postmarked no later than Wednesday, Oc-
tober 15, 2014, to be considered. This
deadline applies to individuals, schools,
or organizations that apply for these
grants to support cultural activities in
the community. Applications should be
mailed to: Monterey Cultural Council,
PO Box 282, Monterey, MA 01245
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Small Engine Repair
m]

Lawn Mowers Many years’
Tractors 7
Tillers eJlflPe”e”c; "

! all types o,
Chain Saws small engines.
Snowblowers

Chains and blades sharpened.

Don Clawson Pickup and delivery.
Box 26 Local service.
Monterey 01245 Reasonable rates.

(413) 528-3257

Steve Weisz
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Community Calendars are posted by
the bulletin board at the store. Town
meetings, library events, and a larger
Monterey News calendar are included.

Monterey Flu Clinic
Thursday October 16

This year’s fluclinic, at the Monterey Town
Hall offices, will take place on October
16, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. The clinic is open
to adults over the age of eighteen. No ap-
pointment is necessary. Please bring your
Medicare and Mass Health cards. The fee
for non-Medicare or Mass Health people
is $30.00. Please wear short sleeves.
The regularly scheduled blood pres-
sure clinic will not be held this month.
—Cindy Croce
Visiting Nurse Association
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MEREDITH OISLANDER OWNER

From the Tax Collector:

The fiscal year 2015 Real Estate and
Personal Property second quarter tax bills
have been mailed and are due November
3, 2014. If you do not receive your bill,
please contact the tax collector’s office
(413-528-1443 x117). Those taxpayers
who paid the second quarter with their
first quarter payment will not be receiving
bills. Payments may be mailed to PO Box
241, Monterey, MA 01245, paid on-line at
www.montereyma.gov, or brought to the
town hall. The Tax Collector’s office hours
are Tuesday and Saturday mornings from
9:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Payments may also
be left with the interdepartmental secretary
when the Tax Collector’s office is closed.
— Mari Enoch

Monterey Tax Collector

Conservation Commission
Still Seeking New Members

The Conservation Commission is our
town’s way of protecting our wetlands
and waterways to the benefit of the whole
town, and our town’s environment. To do
this well, the commission needs members
who are interested in these issues and
benefits. Even with the recent addition of
two new members, we anticipate needing
two more members by the end of the year.
If you would like to help, please
send a letter of interest, either by email
to montereyconcomm @ verizon.net or by
regular mail to Monterey Conservation
Commission, P.O. Box 308, Monterey,
MA 01245.
— Christopher Blair
Conservation Commission

BED & BREAKFAST
ON LAKE GARFIELD

24 LAKESIDE TERRACE
MONTEREY, MA 01245
413-528-3371
516-527-5371 (CELL)

lakesideterracebb.com




Autumnal Spawning
A Deciduous Painting

The Berkshire Hatchery 2014 Lobsterfest
seated arecord number of guests under the
festive blue and white striped tent donated
for the twelfth consecutive year by board
member David Zeigler. The raw clam
bar preceded a gourmet dinner of lobster,
corn on the cob, and steamers, catered by
Other Brother Darryl’s, of Otis. The din-
ner was washed down with wine or beer
donated by Domaney’s Liquors of Great
Barrington. Presidentand C.E.O. of Trout
Unlimited Chris Wood gave the keynote
address about building community. There
was another stellar raffle table by Tish and
Linda Thorpe, followed by an auction,
led by Bart Miller, of a Trout Unlimited
gift of a fly rod and reel. A surprise bonus
event was an actual lake trout spawning
demonstration by Hatchery biologists Jeff
Mosher and Tom Reeves.

That same week Jeff and Tom
spawned, counted, and disinfected no less
than 540,000 lake trout eggs to be placed
in fifty trays in the kelt house, each under
a flow of forty-seven-degree water to
simulate the natural hatching conditions
of wild fish in a native stream bed. These
trout were spawned from two strains of
lakers, Klondike, indigenous to Lakes
Ontario and Erie, and Champlain, native to
Lake Champlain. All had been selectively
bred from stock resistant to lamprey eel
predation present in those waters.

Both the brown trout and brook trout
also spawn in the fall instead of spring
as might be expected. Why? As the days
shorten and the nights get cooler, the high
cheek bones of our New England hills
become streaked with the deciduous paint
of Indian summer trees as they drop their
leaves, fruit, and nuts, adding humus and
seeds for next spring. Colder nights and
shorter days affect terrestrial and aquatic
conditions alike, and trout spawn their
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George writes of, and draws with, the glorious fall colors of the trout. Black and
white does a huge disservice to the colors of his original artwork.

roe, planted like seeds of renewal for the
next growing season.

Few creatures are more stunning than
the brook trout in full regalia of spawn-
ing dress. Their backs are decorated with
worm-shaped markings of steel blue
and green, their bellies melding hues of
vermilion and scarlet like the deciduous
foliage of an autumn sugar maple. Henry
David Thoreau aptly called brook trout
“the painted fish.” Males are first called up
from their summer lairs to ancestral gravel
bedsin secluded pools where slanting rays
of light filter down through evergreens to
reflect and refract like fireflies dancing
upon the water.

The female soon joins the male to hol-
low out a shallow nest called a redd with
her tail, and by the same motion deposits
her roe. Overhead the male agitates his
clouds of fertile seed that look like silt. As
she moves along with her tail, she covers
the roe under a shallow layer of protective
gravel. With the combined motion upon

DESTGN AND PLAN

Residential Design
Kitchen/Bath Design

413.528.4960

Construction Management

Project Representation

17 Mahaiwe Street,

Great Barrington, MA 01230
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the Earth of planets in time and space, her
cycle fromeggtoembryo, the trout finger-
ling is imprinted with a lifelong affinity
for the waters of its conception. Fish in a
hatchery can only brush against the wild
horoscope of this imprint, with major links
missing for successful migration renewal.
The Connecticut Migratory Salmon Res-
toration Program failed when millions of
salmon were not able to recognize river
waters that led up to the spawning pools
of their ancestors.

The Berkshire Hatchery, with the
help of Marcus Welker of Dartmouth Col-
lege, is engaged in a research program to
imprint fingerlings with natural aquatic
amino acids of coastal rivers, so that, by
recognizing tastes and smells of theirhome
waters, this missing link in the chain of
return may be re-created.

The Berkshire Hatchery is the only
volunteer hatchery in the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife system. The hatchery fundrais-
ing efforts, by Steve Schwartz, at the
Lobsterfest, visitor donations, and the
sale of my artwork to support high school
and college biology scholarships, are now
creating a renewed emphasis on youth
programs including inner-city youth and
Boy Scout camping.

—George B. Emmons
Hatchery Foundation President



Community Center Update
Octoberfest, October 11

Though you might not notice it from the
outside, our Community Center is growing
stronger and closer to completion every
day. Over the past weeks, Dublin Steel
fortified the structure with steel reinforce-
ments that greatly strengthen the second
floor and tie the building together.

Eric Pederson is busy building the
stairway to the second floor and putting
in the remainder of the 4x4 joists in the
first-floor ceiling, which will complete
the interior structural work. Meanwhile,
Architect Steve McAlister of Clark &
Green is putting the finishing touches on
the drawings for the structural insulated
wall panels (SIPs), windows, and doors.
Eric will use McAlister’s plans to prepare
the building for the installation of the SIPs
and coordinate with Herrington’s Building
Supply to order and deliver the panels.

While it would be wonderful to have
the panels up for OctoberFest, the focus
is on ensuring that the building sequence
moves properly. The good news is that
the blue tarps will finally be removed for
Octoberfest, unveiling what has been ac-
complished so far. During OctoberFest,
visitors should come inside the building
to experience the progress so far, view
the architectural drawings, and see the
shape of things to come. You will dis-
cover a space that, once completed, will
be in frequent demand for all kinds of
gatherings.

—Ann Canning

G. E. MUNSON .
SATELLITE &
PROPERTY CARE

DISH NETWORK/DIRECTV
SATELLITE INTERNET
HD TV ANTENNA SYSTEMS
HOME THEATRE &
SURROUND SOUND SYSTEMS

SEASONAL CARETAKING
YEAR-ROUND MAINTENANCE
OF YOUR HOME & PROPERTY

call George (413) 258-4887

email: munsonsat@aol.com
P.O. Box 518, Monterey, MA 01255
(fully insured)

Help with Octoberfest—
Help the Community Center

The Monterey Community Center still
has opportunities for folks to help with
putting on a great Octoberfest this year.

Mary Makuc is looking for a few
more volunteers who can help at the
event itself, to work at the registration
table, sell food tickets, sell quilt raffle
tickets, serve food, and facilitate kids’
activities. Contact her at 528-5834 or
marymakuc @ gmail.com.

Myrna Rosen can use some more
arts and crafts materials, such as beads,
fabric, feather, glue, scissors, crayons,
small objects like bottle caps, paints, and
brushes—and the veggies to be decorated,
including gourds, squashes, potatoes,
apples, etc. Contact Myrna to let her know
what you’ve got to donate at myrnahy @
gmail.com.

Elizabeth Maschmeyer is coordi-
nating the Harvest Table with sales of
Monterey-grown products, 100% of the
proceeds going to the Community Center
building fund. She is looking for contribu-
tions of jam, dried fruit, winter squash,
pumpkins, brussels sprout stalks, onions,
garlic, cabbage, seeds, plants, baked items,
etc. for the table. Please let Elizabeth
know what you have to contribute by
calling (413) 717-1947, or email her at
emaschie @ gmail.com.

—Ann Canning

72"x 98" handcrafted by the Monterey Piecemakers

Tickets $ 5 (5 for $ 20)
Fayf’a/ www.ccmonterey.org
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To benefit the Monterey Community (Cultural) Center

MONTEREY LIBRARY

Join the Friends of the Library!
Monday......ccccoeennencnn 7-9 p.m
Tuesday ........ 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Wednesday ......c.coocecn.. 2-5 p.m.
Thursday ...c.coovvveveenene 4-6 p.m.
Friday....ccccoeeereenencnn 4-8 p.m
Saturday .. 9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m
.................................... 7-9 p.m

custom furniture design

ericzinc@gmail.com

Longstanding quality craftsman _g
timberframe homes / barns
restoration / classic stone

Eric Pedersen Construction
413-528-3594 / 822-1510

30+ yrs in & around Monterey

CSL#089323 / HIC#144849 / reg. MA Sawyer
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Housatonic Heritage Walks

Mt. Hunger Preserve

Join Adam Brown on October 4, 10 a.m.,
foraninterpretive hike at this 385-acre gem
of the Monterey Preservation Land Trust.
The property boasts newly rehabilitated
trails, historic features, and a variety of
natural landscapes.

NOTE: Wear boots / sturdy footwear
as the walk will be on uneven, wooded
trails that may be rocky or muddy. The walk
is 1.5 miles—expect about an hour-long
hike. From the center of Monterey take
Tyringham Road for approximately 1.5
miles. Turn right onto Mt. Hunger Road
and drive uphill 0.8 miles to the parking
area on the left.

Bidwell House-Steadman Pond
On Sunday, October 5th, at 2 p.m., the
Bidwell House Museum and the Monterey
Preservation Land Trust are offering a free,
guided walk in search of old roads, walls,
and cellar holes on the Berkshire Natural
Resources Council’s Hudson-Howard
property and Monterey Preservation Land
Trust lands.

Rob Hoogs, President of the Bidwell
House Museum, and Adam Brown of the
Monterey Preservation Land Trust, will
lead the group from the site of the first
center of the 1700s settlement of Township
No. 1, today’s Tyringham and Monterey,
toward Steadman Pond. The hike will fol-

low old roadways, past foundations, and
stone walls of long-ago homesteads, to a
lookout point above Steadman Pond. To
join the hike, meet at the Bidwell House
Museum at 2 p.m. Dress for the weather
and wear hiking boots/sturdy footwear, as
terrain is steep and rocky in places. Bring
a drink/snack. The walk is two to three
miles; allow about two hours. The walk
does notinclude a tour of the house interior.
Presented in cooperation with Housatonic
Heritage. For updates and details, please
check www.bidwellhousemuseum.org.
Bidwell House Museum, 100 Art School
Road, Monterey, MA.

(For more Housatonic Heritage
walks, go to Heritage-Hikes.org)

Catherine Bohrman
Open Studio

A reminder that on Saturday, October
4, and Sunday, October 5, in what has
become an annual event each fall, Cath-
erine Leuchs Bohrman, a bronze, stone
and wood sculptor, will be working in
her family’s studio at 3 Lukeman Lane
in Stockbridge (near the corner of Route
102 and Route 183). Catherine grew up
in Monterey and has used the studio as a
retreat to escape and sculptin this beautiful
and unique location. She invites friends
and interested art enthusiasts to visit be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Great Barrington
Cottage Company

Building Green in the Berkshires

Design & Construction
of Sustainable Energy Homes

413.528.0001

www. GreatBarringtonCottageCo.com
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Support Emergency Services.
Evary dollar you ralse goes to
help those In need.

CONSTRUCT WALK g
SUNDAY OCTOBER 19 |§

Construct’s WALK 2014

Emergency Services Fundraiser

This year the WALK will be held on
Sunday, October 19, with registration
starting at 12:30 p.m., and will progress
from Ski Butternut to Construct’s offices
on 41 Mahaiwe Street—approximately a
four mile walk.

A fun and enriching event for the
entire family, WALK 2014 unites hun-
dreds in the community who gather and
walk in support of the belief that South
County must stay a socially vibrant and
economically healthy community.

Every dollar collected goes toward
Construct’s Emergency Services Fund.
Emergency Services Fund helps with
those expenses that, for afamily inacrisis,
can be the straw that breaks the camel’s
back— filling an oil tank, a week’s worth
of groceries, arent payment, or a car repair
so they can get to work. The goal for the
2014 WALK is to raise $50,000.

You can walk yourself, orbe a “virtual
walker” by supporting someone else who
is walking on October 19th.

Call to register at (413) 528-1985
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. and one of our volunteers will
sign you up.

Go to our WALK 2014 page on the
website at crowdrise.com/Walk2014for-
Construct.

&

BehshreGrearscapes

Organic & Sustainable
Garden Care

413-207-1281

www.berkshiregreenscapes.com




Exploring the Old Art School

Grounds
A Walk and Talk by Rob Hoogs

On Saturday, October 11, at 10 a.m., the
Bidwell House Museum is offering a
guided walk on the grounds of the former
Berkshire Summer School of Artin Mon-
terey. The walk will be led by Rob Hoogs,
President of the Bidwell House Museum
and a local historian. Between 1915 and
1936 the Berkshire Summer School of Art
brought hundreds of artists to a camp in
Monterey. This is a special opportunity to
see this private property. Please dress for
the weather and terrain and bring water.
Meet at the museum.

From the 1916 Berkshire Summer
School of Art brochure:

“Standing on the crest of a rock-
ledged hilltop, one looks over a valley
of color.”

And “600 acres of as fine a bit of
country as may be found in the Berkshire
Hills.”

The summer art school, situated on a
hillside of the Beartown Mountain ridge,
was part of the Bidwell House Museum

ISABETH
HARDY

| |

OPening Rccc]:)tion
Sat. Octl4,2 -4

Sandisfield Art Center

5 Hammertown Rd.
Sandisfield MA

Sl'lowing Oct 4 thru Dec 14
isabeth.art@gmail.com

isabcthhardg.com

Roger Tryon

FRENH WITH
{4l A LOCAL FARMER

Agricultural Commission Chair Dick Tryon is serious about his haying—he’s work-
ing toward the hard-to-achieve fourth cutting.

property in the early twentieth century.
From 1915 to 1936—the height of the
rts and rafts and plen-air movements—
distinguished artists and art faculty from
Pratt Institute, the Chicago Institute of
Art, and other prestigious schools taught
landscape painting, pencil sketching,
design, interior decoration, nature study,
and more on these grounds. Students
stayed in forty-five small bungalow tents
set up in “villages” and gathered for les-
sons and socializing in Carrington Hall.
The school was founded by Pratt faculty
members Raymond P. Ensign and Ernest
W. Watson. The property of the former
Berkshire Summer School of Art is now a

rea
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estate

www. berkshiresforsale.com
413.528.4859

private estate. Historic Carrington Hall is
still standing, and will be toured along with
other features of the camp and the grounds
that inspired a generation of artists.
Columbus Day is the final weekend
for tours of the historic Bidwell House
Museum. The grounds remain open for
walking and nature watching year round.
For more information, please contact
the Bidwell House Museum, 528-6888.
or go to www.bidwellhousemuseum.org

For those who
believe a
second home
should still be
first class




Monterey 2020 Community
Conversations

From Discussion to Action

Following a potluck supper, the torch
passed from Dennis Lynch to George Cain
to be Monterey 2020 Facilitator. Dennis
recently filled the open Conservation
Commission seat, yet will remain active in
2020. In preparation for taking the helm,
George spent hours distilling mounds
of notes from all previous Community
Conversations into aclear, comprehensive
slideshow, complete with handouts. The
presentation, which will be posted on
monterey2020.org, recapped the inventory
of our town assets, the social aspects of our
populous, and aneeds assessment. George
then motivated those participating to shift
their focus from ideas to action.

One Thing Leads to Another
Action items from around the room were
captured ona flip chart. A suggestion from
Sue Cain from the last meeting—that Mon-
terey start a welcome wagon—Ied to an
action item to publish a directory of town
businesses and services for homeowners
and renters. That led to an idea to form
a Monterey chamber-of-commerce type
organization.

BarbaraDahlman asked how residents
are alerted when emergencies arise. Some
people say they have received reverse 911

alerts, and others want to know why they
have not. Best to ask the police chief or
go to town website and sign up for 911.
That led to the question of whether the
town has a disaster plan. Pat Edelstein
confirmed that the town does.

Finally, all agreed that a critical ac-
tion item would be to make available to
all townspeople any existing, relevant
plans and proposals—such as the 2003
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission
(BRPC) plan for Monterey; BRPC’s latest
working plans for the town of Richmond
(to guide us), the Monterey ten-year
capital budget, the 2011 Library Forum,
several documents on our history, and
more. The consensus for how to share
these lengthy documents was to utilize
the monterey2020 website. So we are now
diligently collecting this material to post
on monterey2020.org, which will serve
as a real-time resource for sharing facts,
figures, statistics, and data that can help
us better understand where we are and
where we want to go.

Planning for Our Future

While making the documents available
is step one, the more important step is to
engage one anotherininforming ourselves
and moving forward. Suggestions included
forming a reading group to review the
many materials, and sharing points of
view and working together with our own
officials, departments, and committees to

SANDISFIELD ARTS CENTER

5 HAMMERTOWN RD, SANDISFIELD, MA ¢ 413-258-4100
INFO/TO BUY TICKETS ONLINE: SANDISFIELDARTSCENTER.ORG

SAT, OCTOBER 4 2 - 4 PM

ARTIST RECEPTION: Isabeth Hardy
gallery sundays oct 5, 12, 19 1-4 PM

SAT, OCTOBER 4
EVENING OF AMERICAN JAZZ
with Kris & Jen Allen (sax & piano)
& Henry Lugo (bass) $20

SAT, OCTOBER 11

SOUPS WORKSHOP
with Adam Manacher & Joe Harasyko $10 —

BeEAR runded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council and Local Cultural Councils

8 PM s

10 AM

Monterey Business Directory
Get a Free Listing!

The Monterey 2020 Committee is embark-
ing on publishing a directory of businesses
and organizations located or based in
Monterey. The intent is to support our
neighbors and their enterprises, as well
as to furnish Monterey homeowners and
renters with a convenient, free directory
of local resources.

The goal is for all production costs to
be covered by sponsors of the directory,
and listings will be free of charge. If you’d
like to be included, please submit your
information no later than November 1 to
monterey(01245 @ gmail.com.

Include your business/organization’s
name and address, your phone and email
and a brief description (150 words or less)
of your products or services. Any home-
town discounts should also be noted.

If you have questions, including how
to sponsor the publication, please let us
know. Also, if you know of someone who
has a business based in Monterey, please
spread the word and have them contact us
at the email address shown above.

— The Monterey 2020 Committee

offer ideas to aid in the development of a
future Master Plan.

If you have an interest in working
on the Monterey 2020 website, joining
a document reading group, or have great
ideas for our future, please go to www.
monterey2020.org to let us know.

—Wendy Germain

Or‘c['\ic] Blossom
‘Healing Anrts

Classical ]‘(‘\.C‘LAFJM?\C'I'M}"Q.

Zen Sl«\im'lsu

lLauren paul, T)ip[. Ae.
Licensad in CT and MA

Call fnt‘ an a [')[')Uil'\‘l'”\iﬂ'\F

413-258-4296
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Mark and the Bull

In Morris, Connecticut one brisk autumn day Myr. Farnham said that this is a true story, and furthermore,
within the month, this bull had gored and killed the farmer.

I crossed a farmer’s field amidst bales of hay
Lucky poet, very unlucky farmer. —Editor

In the center of the field I was overcome with fear
As the sound of hoof beats drew steadily near

Ilooked around and saw a monstrous bull The Monterey News welcomes all kinds of drawings. If you enjoy
Heading for the fence I burst forth with a shout the small drawings placed at the end of some articles, or that ac-
And said I to myself “Son, get the lead out” company poems, or that illustrate a special place in Monterey,
I glanced at the bull and back at the fence please send them in. All will be gratefully received.

Could I outrun him the bet was made
Burning up the ground I saw the distance fade

The fence drew nearer The Harvest Barn
I gave it one tremendous burst Bakefy
Would I make the fence or would he get me first? at Gould Farm

I leapt over the fence with his hot breath on my neck

I lay on the ground safe, but a quivering wreck.
—Mark Farnham

a full service bakery featuring homemade
Pastrics » Cakes » Breads » Desserts
we also do special cake and dessert orders

Open Saturdays and Sundays
from 9am to 3pm
located on Gould Rd. in
Monterey MA
413-644-9718

=

fi|ﬁ GOULD FARM

Since 1913 + We Harvest Hope

15



One of a Kind

It’s been over a decade since my days on
the farm playing with goats, building forts
inthe woods, and exploring the brook. That
first chapter in my life remains important
and influential today. Still, there are times
when doors close on parts of your child-
hood, such as this past August with the
death of actor Robin Williams—an event
that took me by surprise, more so than I
expected. A lothas been said about the joy
he brought into so many people’s homes,
the type of man he was, and the genius that
he brought to the stage. It is such a surreal
loss—removed and yet deeply personal at
the same time.

Most of us never met him, but judging
from firsthand accounts since his pass-
ing—by people who met him briefly or
worked with him, as well as his friends and
especially his family—his real-life char-
acter seems truly as gentle, generous, and
kind as so many of his on-screen moments
suggest. He was also known for supporting
charities such as the Will Rogers Institute,
and it’s estimated that he entertained over
80,000 U.S. troops over the years. Still,
those darker demons were always lurk-
ing, often just out of sight, although he
was open about his addictions. His death
was still startling, even knowing about
his struggles. Details have emerged that
revealed arecentdiagnosis of early Parkin-
son’s, along with recent battles with severe
depression, perhaps exacerbated by the
disease. Many of his former directors and
co-stars noted that the unbridled energy
and passion he channeled to bring such joy
to others couldn’t, in the end, take away
his own deep pain and unhappiness. How,

we may be wondering, could someone
that funny and full of life just disappear
like that? It’s not for us to know, but it’s
hard to reconcile.

We also are mourning the loss of
someone who played characters that meant
something to us, one more indicator of his
ability to connect with people. Iremember
watching the Dead Poet’s Society sev-
eral years ago, and being inspired by this
professor as he challenged his students
to think bigger than the walls of a class-
room or pages of a book: “Carpe, carpe
diem, seize the day boys, make your lives
extraordinary!” He asks, “What will your
verse be?” [ can only hope many of us had
aJohn Keating in our lives; this makes me
especially grateful for the many in my life.

Williams shows a similar thoughtful-
ness and depth in his Oscar-winning role
for Best Supporting Actor as Sean Maguire
in Good Will Hunting—an all-around
good movie about a young mathematical
genius who is struggling to find his way.
“It’s not your fault,” he repeatedly tells
Matt Damon’s character Will Hunting
towards the end of the film, addressing the
boy’s history of child abuse. How many
times do we, as individual people, let guilt
over things beyond our control keep us
from moving forward? The bond created
between these two characters throughout
the movie builds up to the scene where
Sean can push on Will’s sorest of spots,
breaking down walls so he can see potential
in his future. Sometimes, the outwardly
toughest people struggle the most. Build-
ing this connection is at the foundation of
Will Hunting’s journey, and is a reminder
of how invaluable trusted counselors can
be for us in our lives.

TRYON LANDSCAPING

Stonework | Excavation | Tree Care

Enhance your landscape. Define your natural space.
Quality and experienced workmanship for 25 years

Professional landscape services by Roger Tryon of Monterey, MA

413.528.4091 | berkshiremaple@verizon.net | tryonstoneworks.com

Dancing with the vacuum cleaner is
one of the most common images conjured
by mentions of Mrs. Doubtfire, perhaps
along with Williams chucking a piece of
fruitatthe back of the dashing Pierce Bros-
nan’s head. It’s certainly one of his most
memorable roles. When I was younger, it
was mostly the hilarity of the movie that
caught my attention and made me laugh
time and again. But, during my recent
viewing, I realized how much it is about
the importance of family—really realized
it. His character fought to stay in the picture
as an integral part of his children’s lives
even as the family was being split up and
he was being pushed aside. The movie
ended on a more uplifting note as he is
permitted to see his kids every day and
take care of them after school. In one of the
final scenes, his character, Mrs. Doubtfire,
is on an afternoon show for kids and she
reminds them that family structures may
change, but they are still loved and things
will often work out.

Ifinally watched Birdcage all the way
through —despite having seen parts of it
as clips through the years. Williams plays
a gay man who, with his partner Albert,
has been raising a son from a previous
relationship for the past twenty years. The
son is getting married to a young woman
whose fatheris aconservative senator from
Ohio, and he wants his dad to pretend to
be straight for the family meet-and-greet.
The movie isn’t that old and it’s amaz-
ing to think how far we’ve come in the
acceptance of gay marriage and LGBT
equal rights. Williams and Nathan Lane,
supported by an amazing cast, brought
humor and tenderness to two characters
wrestling with the realities of the time.

DR. JERROLD RAAB
Dentist

All phases
of dentistry

528-6520

Route 23 Monterey
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When you know who you are, it’s difficult
to pretend to be someone else, even if it
is someone you love who is asking you.
Robin Williams embodied this struggle
brilliantly on screen, potentially a reflec-
tion of trying to manage some of his own
internal turmoil.

Many of his movies weren’t age
appropriate for a young kid, but Jumanji
and Flubber were two movies I watched
multiple times (I suspect my Mommightbe
able to attest to this). But children remem-
ber Williams most for his turn as the voice
of the genie in Aladdin —although the
ending scenes scared the living daylights
out of me. Apparently he ad-libbed so
many of his lines that the script failed to be
nominated for an Oscar for Best Adapted
screenplay. You can almost visualize the
antics that happened in the studio during
the recordings as his human energy burst
onto the screen as the dynamic, entertain-
ing, and very tender magical advisor —
who gave great life advice. The genie is
freed at the end, with Aladdin’s third and
final wish, a scene made famous again by
a memorial tweet from @TheAcademy:
“Genie, you're free.” I'd be remiss if |
didn’t mention that the tweet has been
criticized for glorifying the nature of his
death, which is understandable, but it’s
also undeniably poignant.

Many more generations will watch his
movies and shows, and they’ll celebrate
these characters; they will identify with
and relate to them in their own ways. But
he’s gone, and although it sounds cliché,
it’s hard to imagine a world without Robin
Williams in it. There’s a saying: “Don’t
cry because it’s over, smile because it
happened.” Even in death, Robin Wil-
liams can still bring out the complexities
of our human emotions. There are so
many stories I still have to experience:
Mork and Mindy, Jack, Awakenings, One
Hour Photo, The Fisher King, and a few
of his famous standup comedy routines.
But, at some point, there will be no more
new moments; as with childhood, they
will be part of the past. Watching will be
bittersweet, but I’ll savor his onscreen
presence just the same. Robin, may you
finally rest in peace.

— Tarsi Dunlop
&

Steven Weisz, Chairman of the Monterey Historical Commission, presents Postmaster
Winona B. Carpenter with a photo of the old Monterey Post Office. This building was
built circa 1936 and served Monterey until 1960, when the current post office was con-
structed. The photo will be mounted on the wall of the current post office.
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Possum on the Road

If it hadn’t been the road, it would have
been something else, some other meeting
place, that quieted this active body and
started the next chapter. It was my luck
to come upon her, to decide to stop, to
learn something, and to do what I liked
better than leaving her to heat up on the
pavement.

Atfirst, as [ zipped by, I was thinking,
“There’sapossum! I’ve never eaten a pos-
sum, butit’s such a hot day she’s probably
too smelly for me. I’'ll keep driving.” Then
Ipictured crows coming. They don’t seem
to mind warmed-up meat, and they are on
the lookout for the next meal just like any
of us. We see them many a time, flapping
off at the last minute, reluctant to leave
the highway meal but knowing the next
fast car is a danger. The possum was not
snacking when she got hit, she was just
crossing. Now she is bait, adanger herself.

I turned around and went back to her,
so she would not lure the next wild thing. I
felt the danger myself, and hurried to pick
her up by her stout tail, one hand under
her shoulders. She’d bled a little, and this
was thickened, drying on asphalt. Could
have been any of us.

We slipped into the woods together
and over astone wall. She could have been
headed for this very place in life. I put
her down easy, belly on the ground with

her naked, somewhat inverted pouch on
the damp ground. Beetles would come,
and others, right down to the bacteria.
These would be the snackers of the shady
woods, instead of the daring crows of the
highway, or oddball motorists like me who
take home roadkill for the pot, though not
usually in such warm weather.

Pesged *u!.l-rlrj &

Before parting from her, I got to know
her better. We can’t often do this, except
with each other or with our house pets. Her
toes: five on the front, five on the hind, in
athumb-and-fingers arrangement that can
give you a start, a feeling of identity and
understanding. She’s like me!

On the hind, that thumb is a stub with
no nail or claw. I’ve seen its track often
enough, the one digit out to the side more
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like my hand than my foot. She can do
much more with that opposing toe than I
can. Shelivesinthe trees and grabs on with
any of her hands or feet, even with her tail.
On her front, the thumb has a claw, like
the other digits. She must do some delicate
work with these, also some grabbing as
she climbs. My own opposing thumbs are
good grabbers, too. But my nails could
never find and keep a hold on rough bark,
Idon’t think. What would it take to try this
out? Forget it, my body is too heavy and
my claws too wimpy. Whatever arboreal
abilities I once had have been lost, like a
lot of things, to the coming of my big brain.
I don’t climb trees for a living. I invent
asphalt and automobiles and head for the
store with symbolic trade material, paper
representation of all the value I need to
make it through the days until I meet my
maker, on the highway or somewhere else.
ThenI'll stop. The bacteria and crows
are welcome to me, but will anyone pick
me up and lay me in the shade? Or will
I chance to lie down in the sweet, damp
woods and be let stay, where the snackers
can make something good of me? What
would it feel like to all of us if we could be
sure this was where we were headed, our
precious molecules that have carried us this
far, all set to start new journeys as crows
and such, also as air and water? I bet we’d
resteasier every living day and nightif we
knew this would be our life after. Maybe
I’d be back as a hummingbird, maybe as
part of one of those dramatic dark clouds
I see, backlit by sun around the edges.
Death? I’ll be ready for my next ar-
rangement. Someone lay me in the damp
woods, off the highway, and I'll join the
possum for some brand-new ways.
— Bonner McAllester
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A Land Too Vast

Early settlers to America were notably
uneasy because of its limitless spaces. No
matter how many people sailed over, they
barely left amark, given the vastness of the
land. There was too much “wilderness,” a
place occupied by the Devil and his min-
ions, where individuals could all too easily
descend into savagery. With somuch space,
Indians could roam free, prove elusive, but
still threaten isolated communities at any
time. Servants and slaves could run away
and find plenty of room to elude captors.
Moreover, British government officials
feared the colonists would spread out far
and wide and settle in areas so remote as
to be ungovernable. To that point, Tom
Paine, author of the famous revolutionary
era pamphlet “Common Sense,” wrote
how absurd it was for a huge continent to
be governed by a distant island.

But size also had its advantages.
Because land was remarkably plentiful,
enterprising folks could acquire large plots
for themselves and thus more independent
land-holding farmers sprang up here than
existed in any other part in the world (and
once they owned land they could vote!).
Newcomers, moreover, had a choice of
where to settle. Quakers banned from
Massachusetts could nevertheless find
sanctuary in Pennsylvania or Delaware.
The larger the territory the greater the
opportunity for diverse economic pur-
suits—fishing, fur trapping, iron mining,
lumbering, cattle raising, wheat cultiva-
tion, tobacco, and rice. Later on, the West,
whose true dimensions remained unknown
until Lewis and Clark and many other

BERKSHIRE
PROPERTY
AGENTS.!

explorers ventured out there to map its
vastness, would excite millions of would-
be pioneers eager to stake their claims to
these distant lands.

The Founding Generation had trouble
with America’s outsized dimensions. The
political philosophers they read preferred
small homogeneous territories where a
commonality of interest prevailed. Jef-
ferson himself considered a population of
thirty thousand tobe aboutright for effective
governance. His contemporaries could not
help but notice the divergences that existed
among the thirteen original states and the
clash of interests that followed. James
Madison, however, observed that while the
nation’s large territory produced a broad
range of interests, these would neutralize
each other and prevent the emergence of
a tyrannical central government. And so
our forefathers established a central gov-
ernment, one that was not very powerful
and allowed the states to retain significant
local authority. They also made provision
for the entry of new states into the union,
thus increasing the likelihood that the
United States of America would in time
grow even larger.

And so it did, becoming among the
largest countries (by land mass). What were
some of the consequences of suchimmense
size? One pressing need was to figure out
how, despite the vast distances, to knit the
country together. Accordingly, the U.S. put
immense resources into constructing trans-
portation and communication networks,
starting with canals, turnpikes, railroads,
and the telegraph, and later developing
extensive road networks, telephone tech-
nology, the airplane, and the automobile.
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Our size virtually guaranteed that we
could not be conquered (not that anyone
tried). What power could possibly overrun
and occupy so vast an expanse? Because
we stretched from coast to coast, we
enjoyed immense stretches of coastline
and therefore could become an important
maritime and trading nation. Given our
size, we increased the chances of having
natural endowments aplenty.

Indeed, we had it all—water, lumber,
fertile soils (located in different climate
zones), minerals of every variety, navigable
rivers, oil, gas, and gold. Because there
was so much land, we could set aside large
chunks of it and create a national park sys-
tem for generation after generation to enjoy.

America thus grew into its borders,
filled in most of the livable spaces, and
yet remained in the end one of the least
densely populated nations of the world.
With 318 million people (no other nation
is in the 300 million bracket) we are quite
comfortable with our population numbers.
Some nations are difficult to manage
because they have too many people (e.g.
China, India, Indonesia, and Brazil), and
some remain largely inconsequential be-
cause they have too few (e.g. Netherlands,
Denmark, Belgium, Austria). No longer
do we worry that America is too big. We
are, most assuredly, just the right size.

—Richard Skolnik
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The Monterey Chronicles

If you’ve driven by the Town Hall some
Sunday mornings during the summer,
you might’ve noticed something going on
back there in Greene Park. Cars squeezed
in every which-way, many spilling out in
front along Main Road—Ilate-comers. It’s
Monterey Softball going on. Come one,
come all. It’s open to everybody, guys
and gals, young and old, moms and pops.
The littlest ones can lead off innings and
circle the bases when they connect. One
day they’ll be chosen with the bigger guys.

It all began with a solid core of
talented players from the first crop of
baby boomers who moved up from the
City to the wilds of Monterey and the
Berkshires in the mid-70s. They longed
to play the game they loved. Greene Park
beckoned on Sundays, so long as we were
done by 1:00 p.m., if the Little Leaguers
were scheduled to play that day. Getting
together twenty souls was tough at first,
but fourteen could work—the batting
team just supplied pitcher and catcher.
Winning or losing wasn’t important, there
were no standings to worry about. Just
playing the game was why we came. The
teams were different each week. Quality
competitive baseball was what mattered.
Great plays, ground-ball double-plays. I
remember a pop-up triple-play ending with
a tag out at the plate after some bonehead
base-running by the guy at second. (You

know who you are.) Runners thrown out
at home by great throws from the outfield
or because of poor coaching around the
hot corner. The catcher often was on the
runner’s team, but making the good play
was the goal. Sometimes there were trades
between the teams made during alopsided
game. Once in a while a rhubarb over a
call or a rule spiced up the game. Harold
Greene, who gave the town the land that
now bears his name, used to bring his
beach chair from his house out front to
enjoy the spectacle.

Suzie Kaufman came every week with
Frank, and Gideon and Isaac. She kept the
official score.Idon’trememberif she used
ascorebook all those years. We still see her
at events from time to time, and Frank’s
still inspecting apartments for Berkshire
Housing, unless he’s retired.

The action was fabulous. We watched
and cheered as Matt or Al slid into second
to lead off an inning with a double; Jim
S. made his patented behind-the-back
catches of pop-ups at short; right-handed
Ned fouled off pitch after pitch into the
river; Leo blasted shots into Leoland.
I remember an unnamed barefoot right
fielder streaking across to right center to
make a headlong dive to get my liner. I
could see himasIranto first: his horizontal
body was three feet off the ground when
he made the catch. It made my day to see
it, and happy memories ever since. Al and
Laura brought their Moey who was often
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the M VP, sniffing outlost foul balls around
the field or in Leo land or fetching one of
Ned’s drives from the river. Moey’s gone
now, too bad.

Most of the original players are
absent now. Al Silverstein passed away,
Jim Secundy, too. Bob Thieriot wasn’t an
original player but was anotable presence,
standing tall, right on first base—a big
target for both infielders and runners. His
idea of “work-ups” made a game possible
if only nine or ten showed up on a rainy
day. Matt’s still selling books in Lenox.
Many others have moved away or are too
stiff nowadays to play. We miss them all.
New players have filled in the gaps. Email
has replaced word-of-mouth. And our
reputation spreads farand wide. There’s no
shortage of players until after Labor Day.

Suzie’s contemporary Chronicles
(circa 1990) has been recovered from
the vaults or from somebody’s gym bag
after over 20 years. It’s worth a read, and
gives old-timers a chance to replay old
memories, over and over. Enjoy!

—Peter V.(allianos)
On the three following pages is the His-
tory of Monterey Softball, written by Suzie
Kaufman. Enjoy! —Editor
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THE SOFTBALL CHRONICLES

Softball has been played in Monterey from Memorial Day
to Labor-Day since time began, or at least since 1975
whichever comes first. 1975. Gerald Ford was chewing gum
in the White House provided there were no distractions. Tom
Seaver and Jim Palmer won the Cy Young, and Fred Lynn was
american League Roockie of the Year and MVP, but that didn't
help the beleaguered Red Sox who lost to Cincinnatti in
seven. In 1975, Isaac was Shawnee's age and Shawnee, Jake,
Samantha, Emma and Sam were all players to be named later.
Frank and Damien had yet to be acguired in a trade with the
catskills.

Al says the first game was actually played in New
Marlboro at Mepal house.- Matt was there and Cathy,
Youngerman, Bea Gates, Mike Ansell and Joanie Kleban who fel
in a hole and twisted her knee, thus earning the distinction
of being the first player to go on the DL.

In the early years, The Game had a kind of anarchiec,
stream of consciousness quality. Sometimes it came together,
sometimes it didn't. Sometimes, the Monterey Little Laague
tock over Greene Park by eminent domain, pushing the big
people into the wilderness of Hupi Road where the grass
tickled your belly if you played without a shirt. Pioneers,
we were. Adventurers in uncharted terrain. Whe could have
imagined in those primitive times that The Game would be
featured in David Emblidge's 1986 travelogue The Be

ook: ete Guj or that the early players, themselve
fresh from the schoolyards of Long Island and the stoops of
Brocklyn, would soon be engaged in a vicious turf war with
immigrants of the second wave.

Softball has changed in the last fifteen seasons.
Relationships have come and gone; pecple have moved away;
babies have been born. The Game has gotten tougher, more
compatitive and more argumentative. But some things never
change. Matthew still runs the bases like a Shiite Muslim con
a sulcide mission. Lenny is still beating out the throw to
first. Silverstein and Gioia, who hold the record of three
in ocne game, still turn the double play with consummate
grace. We are all still there every Sunday because like all
meaningful rituals, softball has a life of its own and
besides it's the only game in town.

Hupi and Monument Valley Roads notwithstanding, softbal
wouldn't be softball if it didn't happen in Greene Park.
Like all great ballparks, like Fenway with its wall, the
field has its special features...the primordial coze in May,
the hill in left, the woods where even now little scftball
trees are taking roceot. Over the years the scoftball lobby has
exerted its influence at selectman's meetings by electing
such political luminaries as Jed Lipsky and Stefan Grotz to
represent its interests. Now the task of making sure the
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Live Music,
Crafts, Food,
Haunted House!
Silent Auction,

Plant Sale,

Berkshire Botanical Garden
Harvest Festival

For generations the Berkshire Botanical
Garden’s Harvest Festival has been a
cherished tradition in the Berkshires. It
is one of the largest and longest running
events of its kind in the country with up
to 10,000 attendees. Proceeds from the
event support educational programs at
the Garden.

The Festival is a family-friendly cel-
ebration of community. There will be over
one hundred vendors showcasing local
crafters and artists, non-stop entertain-
ment, artisan food producers, and food
trucks. It also features a silent auction,
giant tag sales of all kinds, a spectacular
plant and bulb sale,a farmers’ market,
educational workshops, and zillions of
kids’ activities, including ahaunted house.
And don’t forget to check out our new Bo-
tanical Garden section with the Garden’s
own Farm Camp, Hall of Pumpkins, and
much more.

The Harvest Festival will be held this
year on Saturday and Sunday, October 11
and 12, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Garden
parking is free. Adults $5, children under
12 free. At the intersection of Routes 102
and 183 in Stockbridge, MA. For more
information go to berkshirebotanical.org.




Joseph Makuc—Scholar

Principal Glenn Devoti of Mount Everett
Regional School announced that Joseph
Makuc, Mary and Mark Makuc’s son, has
been named a Commended Student in the
2015 National Merit Scholarship Program.

Joe scored in the top 5% of all stu-
dents who entered the 2015 competition.
“The young men and women named
Commended Scholars have demonstrated
outstanding potential for academic success.
We hope that this recognition will help
broaden their educational opportunities
and encourage them as they continue their
pursuit of academic success,” commented
a spokesperson for the National Merit
Scholarship Program.

Be sure to congratulate him when
you next see him!

Otis Cultural Council
Free Concert

The Otis Cultural Council will be present-
ing Wanda Houston in a free concert at the
Knox Trail Inn, Route 23, in East Otis,
on Saturday, October 18, at 7:30 p.m. A
buffet dinner will be available at 6 p.m.
and phone reservations are required by
Tuesday, October 14 (413 269-4400).
Wanda sings jazz and blues and always
brings the house down.

To learn more about the Otis Cultural
Council, or to apply for a Cultural Council
grant (postmarked deadline, October 15),
go to http://www.townofotisma.com.
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ater fountaln gets turned on and the grass gers mowed Ialls
Ec Peter V. who has a talent for getting his message across.

People who play ball in Monterey tend to have a
collective self-perception circa 1969. Hey, they like it
loose, you know what I mean? Nonetheless, all games have
conventions. Even back in the days when substance abuse was
rampant on the bench and players came in OFF the field to get
a hit, when nudity on the shores of Lake Lipsky was the norm,
there were rules. Rule #1 is and has always been: he who
yells loudest gets the call. Here, without the benefit of
fancy camera work and slow motion, never mind umpires,
perseverance furthers.

The Game used to begin at noon. A civilized hour.
Allowed for time to watch a little evangelical TV in the
morning. Now, batting practice starts at 10:30 and there are
commonly 20 or more people salivating in the cutfield by
10:45. Then, by some mysterious process of self-selection,
two people assume the burden of captaining the teams and can
be seen fading away to the periphery of the field the better
to scout the players. Mickey never wants to be a captain.
Toc much responsibility. People who like to be captains are
Isaac, Harold, Frank, Al, Isaac, Peter, Les, Damien, Kenny,
Rudy, John Blount and Isaac. The limit to the number of
peorle who can play in one game is 22 with one person on eact
team DHing. The LIMIT to the numer of people who can play ir
one game is 24 with one perscn on each team DHing and five
pecple, on each team lunging at one another in short field.

Regulars, brothers of regulars, children of regulars,
out-of-town guests of regulars and Al's father get to play
before anyone else should there be more than 24 people before
11 o'clock. After that come lots of people named Steve and
Mike. Noticably absent recently are the many women
who contributed to the Game in years past. Gone but not
forgotten are Yolande at first, Candy Tillotson, Gaby, Janet
and Peg, Janie Mac, red-headed Rita, Joni Frankel, Annie "no-
relation to Johnny" Mize, Judi and Lois, Rose, and Ellen
Pearson. Come back Cathy, we miss you. Keep the faith,
Laura. You are, on most Sundays, the sole survivor.

Monterey has always had a effective farm system. Who car
forget towering Todd, Isaac "the vacuum" Kaufman, Damien witk
his graceful West Coast style, Bill, Gideon, .little Scottie,
and Rudy, who, prior to the advent of his receding hairline,
sperted a luxuriant afro. Legend has it that in the midst of
a particularly frustrating slump, Rudy appeared one Sunday,
his hair neatly trimmed. Suddenly, the ball felt an
irresistible attraction for the rightfield woods. Lowered
wind resistance, said the Rude One, by his own admission the
Mr. October of Monterey even though we don't play in October.

Mickey says that Lenny's pitching is 35% finesse and 65%
repartee. Lenny has been on the DL recently so I haven't
been able to check with him for a rebuttal to this allegatior
but I have talked extensively with the Mick and to Harold
abcut what its like out there on the mound. 0ddly enough,
each of these veteran starters regards the same player (who
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The History of Monterey Softball, Suzie Kaufman, page 3.

shall remain nameless) as his nemesis. Friedman tackles this
tough out (who is also famous for taking his hat off after he
rounds first when he knows he's got a double) by pitching him
way inside, causing him to hit a series of long foul balls.
Then, just when his patience is at an all time low, he throws
him seme junk that makes him pop up. Schrager, on the other
hand, minimizes the threat from the wily infielder (who, even
though he missed last week's game, is right up there with Lou
Gehrig in the consecutive games played category) by pitching
him cutside, thus holding him to a single. Harold also yells
alot.

When I decided to write this chronicle, I asked alot of
people for remembrances of games past, hoping for fast-paced
stories of brilliant plays executed, curve balls creamed,
adventures in Leo Land. What I mostly got were scripts for
episodes of General Hospital. Everyone remembkers that Larry
Newey's hand was at right angles to his wrist but no cne
seems to recall who had the clever idea of using a tennis
racket as a splint. Many of the stories feature the generic
"schmuck doctor from New York." Like when Matt hurt his foot
earlier this season (after the infamous "do-over" play).
Everyone ran out to help, shouting "take off his shoe" and
"put ice on it." Suddenly, an unfamiliar voice yelled out
"Don't touch him, I'm a doctor", followed a second later by
"take off his shoe and put ice on it."

Some of the oldtimers linger in my mind for a variety of
reasons having very little to do with softball. First, the
literary lights: Hellis with his coeler of beer, John Crowley
in his Pittsburgh hat. I remember Ned Baldwin standing
barefoot in the batter's box for a very, very long time;
Robin Bleier with his uncanny impersonation of John McEnroe;
the ageless Jaybird and No-hit Newey and even that guy bick
with the little plastic figures like something out of "The
Glass Menagerie." I remember when Kenny came every Sunday
from Mt. Vernon even when it rained. Nobeody's seen him this
season. Some people say he's a utility infielder for the
Yomiyuri Giants.

Softball has made an indelible impression on the lives
of all of the participating players and fans over the last
fifteen summers. Harold and Frank met during the '77 season.
It was literally love at first base. Every individual who has
trod the base paths or warmed the bench at Greene Park has
made a centribution te this unique institutien that has made
summer in the Berkshires more than just deer flies and
Tanglewood traffic. Softball is greater than the sum of its
parts. Long may it live.

Drag-0-Ween Show

On October 18, at the Monterey Pavilion
(behind the firehouse), Boxxa Vine hosts
Monterey’s first ever drag show, “Drag-
O-Ween.” A night of spooky antics, over
-the-top performances, familiar Halloween
icons, and, of course—candy. Performers
from all over the region are flying in on
their brooms to provide you with a show
you’ll never forget. Costumes are en-
couraged as there will be a prize for best
overall costume, as well as several photo
opportunities during the event.

Doors open at 8 p.m. and the show
will start promptly at 9 p.m. Ticketsareon
sale atthe Roadside Café at $10 for general
admission ($15 at the door) or $20 for pre-
ferred stage-front table seating, specialty
meet and greets, with the performers, and
more. (No refunds or exchanges.)

—Officer Michael Johnson
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Wildlife in September
Birds and Bugs

Colta Ives of New Marlboro Road reports
aruffed grouse sitting in one of her cherry
trees for several days, morning and after-
noon, “enjoying the crop.” She also heard
a coyote barking and then saw it walking
in her clearing, “stopping to give me a
nod, then padding up Hall’s Hill.” She
sends the good news that there have been
bats around her place this summer, after
a long absence.

In the middle of the month, Ed Salsitz
on Beartown Mountain Road sent a photo
of a long-legged flying insect resting on
his screen door. This was a cranefly, which
looks abitlike an extremely large mosquito.

Around the first of the month, Steve
Snyder was on Smith Hill, Tyringham
Road, after dark and saw in his headlights
an owl catch a mouse right in front of
the car. There have also been two barred
owls hooting all day long at Gould Farm,
behind Main House.

Kit Patten on Fairview Road called
to say that for two days in mid-September
he’d seen atleast one and maybe two sharp-
shinned hawks being harassed by five or
six crows. While doing so, the crows were
making a wide range of unusual vocal
sounds, beyond the familiar “caw, caw”
we often hear.

—Bonner McAllester 528-9385
bmca@berkshire.net.

Dennis Downing caught this barred owl in his yard early this spring.



From the Meetinghouse
A Gift from a Flower to a Gar-
den: Another look

Last October my article focused on my
then-recent time with the Vietnamese
Buddhist teacher Thich Nhat Hahn. I"d
spent a day in September 2013 as one of
1,300 people sharing sitting meditation
and walking meditation with him, each
benefitting in his or her own way from the
simple blessing of being in his presence.

He often speaks of spiritual commu-
nity as a garden full of many varieties of
trees and flowers. Once we begin to look
at ourselves (and each other) as beautiful,
unique flowers and trees, he suggests, then
we can begin to genuinely understand,
even love, one another.

Imagine: Whatif, asinan actual com-
munity of plants and trees, one person’s
early April blooming habit was no threat
to another’s opening his or her petals in
the fall? Imagine a community in which
one person never thought of pitting her
crimson autumn impulse toward change
against her neighbor’s evergreen stability.
Imagine: you look at yourself, and at all
others, and recognize everyone as beauti-
ful. Just imagine.

(Doesn’t it begin to sound like the
primal Eden? It brings to mind, too, cer-
tain sacred woody plants: the Jewel Tree
of Tibet, the Cross of Christ, the Burning
Bush confronting Moses.)

Thich Nhat Han usually ends this
teaching with this simple admonition: our
practice is to see that we are each a flower
or a tree, and we are the whole garden as
well, all interconnected. Simple words,
indeed; even childlike. Which may be why
we might find them a challenge to put into
practice. Unless, of course, we become
like little children, young enough to fol-
low our impulse to imagine a free reign.
Unless we each become young enough
to (can you hear the melody?) wear our
love like heaven.

— Mary Kate Jordan

Mary Kate Jordan

Imagine—the hemlock and the oak experiencing each other as beautiful. Just imagine.

Karen Shreefter Landscape Design

Working with clients to create
captivating landscapes & gardens

413.528.1387
karen@kslandscapedesign.com
www.kslandscapedesign.com

SusaN M. SMITH
Attorney At Law

32 Corser Hill Road Telephone: (413) 229-7080
Great Barrington, Facsimile: (413) 229-7085
Massachusetts 01230 Email: ssmithlaw@hughes.net
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“The Heathen School”

National Book Award Finalist

The Bidwell House Museum is pleased
to note that The Heathen School by
John Demos, Samuel Knight Professor
Emeritus of History at Yale University and
Bidwell House Museum board member,
is one of ten nonfiction books on the list
for the 2014 National Book Award. The
Heathen School, published by Alfred A.
Knopf/Random House in March 2014,
was the topic of Professor Demos’ talk
for the Bidwell House this June. Finalists
for the National Book Award will be an-
nounced in October and the prize awarded
in November.

The Heathen School: A Story of Hope
and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Re-
public is an astonishing story of a unique
missionary project in nearby Cornwall,
CT—and the America it embodied. Its
core element was a special school for
“heathen youth” drawn from all parts of
the earth, including the Pacific Islands,
China, India, and, increasingly, the native
nations of North America. Demos fol-
lows the progress, and the demise, of this
first true melting pot through the lives of
individual students. From its birth as a
beacon of hope for universal “salvation,”
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Landscape Architects
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Great Barrington, MA
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the heathen school descends into bitter
controversy, as American racial attitudes
harden and intensify. Instead of encourag-
ing reconciliation, the school exposes the
limits of tolerance and sets off a chain of
events that will culminate tragically in the
Trail of Tears.

Professor Demos’ previous books
include The Unredeemed Captive, which
won the Francis Parkman Prize and was
a finalist for the National Book Award,
and Entertaining Satan, which won the
Bancroft Prize. He lives in Tyringham .
The museum plans to celebrate Professor
Demos’ nomination. For more informa-
tion, please contact bidwellhouse @ gmail.
com.

— Bidwell House Museum

Christian Meditation

You are invited to an introductory series
on the practice of Christian meditation.
Experience Christian meditation in a small
group, learn about its origin, and discover
its relevance as a form of prayer for the
contemporary world. We will gather on
Tuesday afternoons, October 7, 14,21, and
28, from4:30to 5:30 p.m., at the Monterey
United Church of Christ. Admissionis free.

For more information contact, Val
Latona at 413-528-3512 or email valeri-
alatona@earthlink.net.

Please join us on some afternoons.

PETER S. VALLIANOS

ATTORNEY AT LAW
<
413-528-0055
fax: 413-528-6475

email: pvallianos@verizon.net

30 years experience in Monterey
serving your real estate needs
including purchase and sales,

zoning issues.
Board Member,
Monterey Preservation Land Trust

New location convenient to Monterey
30 Stockbridge Road (Route 7)
Great Barrington, MA 01230
(Just north of Belcher Square)

Contributors This Month

Thanks for your recent contributions. Our
advertising income only pays for a third of
the costs for producing the Monterey News.
We are very grateful for your support of
our community newspaper.

Pauline & Richard Nault
Dorene Beller

Sue & Phil Knoll

Gail Padalino

Judith Friedman

Carol de Harak

Cathy & Gerry Cocco
Evelyn & Peter Vallianos

0DRUFF NTAIN

Landscaping

Whether you are looking to renovate,
rejuvenate, or just simply maintain your
existing landscape, please contact
Woodruff Mountain Landscaping
to help you.

We offer a full line of outdoor services
and are fully equipped and properly
trained to help with any landscape
construction project; excavation, stone
walls & patios, tree & plant care, and
driveway repair, to name a few.

Please call Tom Brazie to further discuss
your projects needs.
References and portfolios available upon
request.

Proudly servicing our area for over 15
years.

413-229-2919
woodruffmountain@aol.com

@

Books That Balance

Bookkeeping Services

Darlene Balestro

10 Stevens Lake
Great Barrington,
MA 01230
413.528.3944
413.446.4547
booksthatbalance@yahoo.com
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Select Board Corner

Welcome to the first Select Board Corner.
Our goal isto submit an article each month
to the Monterey News to keep everyone up
todate onimportantissues, office closings,
highway projects, etc. This article may be
especially important for those who can-
not access our website. This is a work in
progress, and we welcome any comments
or suggestions on the articles.

www.MontereyMA.gov

Our town website is a great way
to access information about the town.
Upcoming meetings and other events of
interest are listed on the events calendar.
Agendas and minutes from meetings can
be found under “Departments” or “Boards
& Committees”. Subscribing to News &
Announcements can be done on the home
page under “Subscribe to News.” One can
make many choices for what information
would be automatically sent. You can
alter your choices or cancel the service
at any time.

Please note: we have new email ad-
dresses since we changed service provid-
ers. Please see “Town Contact Informa-
tion” on this page. These new addresses
are also available on the website.

Office/Town Hall Closings:

¢ Administrative Assistant’s office will be
closed on October 10.

» Town Hall will be closed on Monday,
October 13, for Columbus Day.

Individual office closings are posted on

the town calendar and on the department’s

voicemail message.We recommend call-

ing ahead.

Meetings and events:
Agricultural Commission: First
Fridays, October 3, at 10:30 a.m.

Select Board meetings: Mondays,
October 6, 20, and 27 at 9 a.m. Please
call 528-1443 x111 to be placed on the
agenda.

Conservation Commission: Tuesday,
October 14, at 6 p.m.

Planning Board: Thursdays, October

9 and 23, at 7 p.m. Please call Maggie
Leonard at 528-9685 to be placed on the
agenda.

Park Commission: Wednesday,
October 1, at 6 p.m.

Board of Health: Mondays, October 6
and 20, at 4 p.m. Please call 528-1443
x111 to be placed on the agenda

Flu clinic: Berkshire VNA on Thursday,
October 6, from 1 to 2 p.m. See p. 9.

Highway Projects

» Work has begun behind the Town Hall
on “Jamie’s Court.”

* The drawdown of Lake Garfield begins
on October 15.

Question of the month:

(This is intended to be an informal
question to get a feel of where residents
stand on issues)

We recently had someone request to
restart the conversations on having a dog
park in town. How do you feel about a
town operated dog park? Please email
your comments to admin@montereyma.
gov or mail it to: P.O. Box 308, Monterey,
MA 01245.

Other news:

The Berkshire County Sheriff’s Office
is offering self-registration for the new
GeoCast Web Emergency Reverse 911
Notification System. This website is for
those residents and businesses who do
not have a traditional Verizon landline,
or who would like to be notified on their
cell phones via text, call, or email for
any emergency notifications in their
area. You can sign up at: https://bcsoma.
onthealert.com.

We welcome your comments.
—Wayne Burkhart, Chair
Scott Jenssen and Kenn Basler
Monterey Select Board
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Town Contact Information

Emergency! 911
Administrative Assistant:
528-1443 x111
admin @montereyma.gov
(for town boards and misc. questions)
Assessor: 528-1443 x115
assessors @montereyma.gov
Building Dept.: 528-1443 x118
buildingsafety @ montereyma.gov
Fire Department (non-emergency):
528-3136
fire_service @montereyfire.org
Highway Dept.: 528-1734
mhwy @verizon.net
Library: 528-3795
montereylibrary @ gmail.com
Police Dept. (non-emergency):
528-1443 x116,

Alternate emergency 528-3211
mpdchief@montereyma.gov

Post Office: 528-4670

Tax Collector: 528-1443 x117
montereytax @yahoo.com

(for questions about your tax bill)
Town Clerk: 528-1443 x113
clerk@montereyma.gov

(for licenses and town records)

Barnbrook

www.BarnbrookRealty.com

DacMmAR KUBES
Broker Associate, ABR
*

Superior Real-Estate Service
tailored to your needs.
*

413 528-6485
E-mail: dagmarrealty@verizon.net

SELL * BUY * RENT




Calendar

Every Sunday and Holiday: Monterey
Adult Softball for co-ed players teenage
and up, 10 a.m., Greene Park.

Every Monday except holidays: Select
Board meeting, Town Hall, 9 a.m., ex-
cept 4 p.m. on 2nd Monday of month.

Every Tuesday: Chair Yoga with Connie
Wilson, Town Hall, 9-10 a.m., sponsore
by the Park Depart.

Every Saturday through October: Ser-
vices at Our Lady of the Hills Roman
Catholic Chapel, 7 p.m.

Every Tuesday through October: Chris-
tian Meditation, 4:30 p.m., Monterey
United Church of Christ. See p.25.

Knox Gallery: Jean Germain, Before There
Was Photoshop, through October 25.
See p.7.

Saturday, October 4: Housatonic Heritage
Walk, 10a.m., Adam Brown of Monterey
Land Trust will lead walk through this
MLT property. See p.12

Sunday, October 5: Housatonic Heritage
Walk, 2 p.m., Rob Hoogs will lead walk
from Bidwell House to Steadman Pond.
See p.12.

Monday, October 6: 7 p.m. Monterey
Library, “Meditation for Healthy Liv-
ing.” Dr. Andrew Vidich See p. 4.

Friday, October 10: 7 p.m., Monterey
Library, first Building Needs Committee
meeting. See p. 4.

Saturday, October 11:

Monterey Reverse 911 system test. See
pgs. 4 and 26.

Bidwell House Museum, 10 a.m., Rob
Hoogs willlead a tour of the former Berk-
shire Summer School of Art. See p. 13.

Monterey Library, 10:30 a.m., Barbara
Wolf-Dorlester’s new, certified, reading
dog, Flint. See p. 4.

Monterey Community Center, Octoberfest,
noonuntil4 p.m. Seeadp. 6, articlep. 11.

Berkshire Botanical Garden Harvest
Festival, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. See p. 21.

Wednesday, October 15:

Deadline for postmarked applications for
grants from Monterey and Otis Cultural
Councils. See p. 9.

Community Potluck Dinner, 6 p.m.,
Monterey church. Program by Richard
Edelstein, Peculiar Things in Earth and
Space, See p. 5.

Lake Garfield draw-down.

Thursday, October 16: Flu-shot Clinic,
1 to 2 p.m., Monterey Town offices, by
VNA. See p. 9.

Saturday, October 18:

Drag-O-Ween show, 8 p.m., Monterey
Fire House Pavillion. Tickets on sale
at Roadside Café. See p. 22.

Lenox Contradance, 8-11:30 p.m., Live
music by Pizzazz. Lenox Community
Center, www.LenoxContraDance.org

Sunday, October 19: 12:30 p.m., Con-
struct’s Walk 2014 to support Emer-
gency Services Fund. See p. 12.

Monday, October 27: 7:30 p.m., Mon-
terey Library book group will discuss
The Color of Water, by James McBride.
Newcomers are encouraged and wel-
come. See p. 4.

Friday, October 31: 4:30 Halloween
program, Monterey Library. See p. 4.
Saturday, November 1: Knox Gallery,
Brece Honeycutt, underfoot. Artist’s
talk at 6 p.m., followed by reception to

7:30 p.m. See p. 7.

Cell phone:
(413) 717-7217

Office:

(413) 298-0610 x304

Monterey News

The Monterey News is an independent
nonprofit corporation dedicated to fos-
tering communication in the Monterey
community. Our editorial address is
PO Box 9, Monterey, MA, 01245. We
invite signed letters, articles, drawings,
poetry, and photographs. Submissions
may also be sent to the email address
below. Address requests for advertis-
ing rates and further information to the
Editor, or telephone us at413-528-4007

or email montereynews9 @ gmail.com.

Transfer Station
Summer Hours

Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday

10 a.m.—6 p.m.
8 am.—1 p.m.
8 am.—1 p.m.

Christine Martin
Realtor

10 Elm Street, Stockbridge, MA

cmartin@thekinderhookgroup.com
www.thekinderhookgroup.com

THE"
KINDERHOOK
GROUP

We Are Where You Want to Be!

Precision Autocraft
THE ART OF COLLISION REPAIR

_High Quality Body Repair and Finishing

» Complete Collision
»Paint

»Laser Frame Measuring

and

» Glass Services

aint Mixing Systems

413-528-1457|
1-800-734-1457

Auto Body §§

»ComButer Controlied Estimating WAppmmd

Rt. 7 - 1939 North Main St.
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Change Service Requested

Rick Mielke
Seasonal Caretakin

Professional Year-Round Maintenanc
of Your House and Grounds

Celebrating over 30 years in business

528-0864
We Return Your Calls
Since 1975 ¢ Fully Equipped ® Fully Insured

P. O. Box 211, Monterey, MA 01245

Buying or selling your home in the Berkshires?
Corashire Realty, est.1966

Deborah D. Mielke
(O)413-528-0014
(H) 413-528-1871
(C) 413-329-8000

S S

CORASHIRE corashirerealty@gmail.com

L T Y

Nancy Dinan, founder

To see our Monterey Listings please visit
www.corashire.com L3
Also use our link to view other offerings in MLS.

Copyright © Monterey News 2014
email: montereynews9@gmail.com

Editor.....ccveeeieieirnee Stephen Moore
Town Reporter............cc...... Dave Irland
Proofreader...........cc........... Hannah Fries
Mailing Labels ............couce.... Joe Baker
Treasurer .........ccccceeevennenne. Steve Pullen

Contributions from local artists this month:
Maureen Banner, p. 13, 21, 24; George Emmons, p. 10;
Mark Farnham, p. 15; Bob Horvath, p. 1;
Bonner McAllester, p. 18.

"Where to Eat Sushi" in the Berkshires.
The New Fook Cimen
Gourmet Japanese Cnisine & Sushi Bar
17 Railroad Street, Great Barington, Mass.

413-528-4343

Lunch Mon.-Fri. $2:00-2:30: Sat. & Sun. 12-3:00 * Dinner 7 Days 5-10




